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At  a  meeting  of  the  Humane  Society ,  June  12 th,  1804, 

Voted  that  Samuel  Eliot,  Esq.  Hon’ble  Judge  Davis, 
Hon’ble  General  Derby,  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq.  and 
the  Hon’ble  Judge  Dawes,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon 
Dod.  John  C.  Howard,  and  to  return  him  the  thanks  of 
this  Society,  for  his  learned  and  ingenious  discourse  de-» 
livered  before  the  Humane  Society  this  day,  and  to  re¬ 
quest  of  hiln  a  Copy  for  the  Press. 

An  Extract  from  the  Records  of  this  Society. 

JOHN  AVERY  Rec’g.  Sec’y, 


Boston,  June  12,  1804. 

Gentlemen, 

*The  V ote  of  the  Humane  Society ,  which  you  dome  the  favor 
to  communicate ,  constituting  a  value  which  was  before  of  dubious 
existence,  I  with  pleasure  submit  to  their  disposal  as  a  rights 
$be  discourse  which  I  had  the  honor  to  pronounce  at  their  request , 

I  am  very  respectfully ,  &c.  &c. 

JOHN  C.  HOWARD. 

Samuel  Eliot,  Esq. 

Hon.  Judge  Davis, 

Hon.  Gen.  Derby,  V  Committee . 

Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq.  and  the 
Hon.  Judge  Dawes, 
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HUM  A  NE  SO  C  IE  T1 


rp 

A  HE  frequent  attempts  to  investigate 
the  principle  of  animation  are  in  our  opinion  so 
many  indirect  declarations,  that  the  theories  on 
the  subject  hitherto  published,  are  insufficient  to 
explain  its  various  phenomena.  If  this  conclu¬ 
sion  be  just,  we  trust  we  shall  have  your  indul¬ 
gence,  while  we  hazard  a  few  observations  on 
this  interesting  question,  as  connected  with  the 
object  of  your  benevolent  institution,  however 
feeble  may  be  our  efforts  to  elucidate  the  subject. 
It  would  be  thought  presumption  to  offer  a  sys¬ 
tem,  while  announcing  the  ruins  of  those  which 
time  and  authority  have  sanctioned.  But  tyros 
in  science,  we  have  only  learned  to  doubt ;  if 
rrom  this  we  advance  to  the  detection  of  errors. 


the  meteors  of  false  principles  will  no  longer 
bewilder  the  path  of  truth. 

That  it  is  a  distinguishing  characteristic  of  an¬ 
imal  life,  to  preserve  in  all  situations  a  tempera¬ 
ture  absolutely  independent  of  that  of  the  atmos¬ 
phere,  we  consider  an  axiom  incontrovertible. 
We  shall  not  pretend  to  give  a  detail  of  the  va¬ 
rious  hypotheses,  which  have  been  imagined  to 
explain  this  phenomenon,  but  shall  confine  our¬ 
selves  to  a  few  remarks  on  that  only  which 
seems,  if  not  to  have  satisfied,  almost  to  have  si¬ 
lenced  inquiry.  We  refer  to  that  which  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  production  and  preservation  of  the 
animal  temperature,  by  the  evolution  of  heat  in 
the  kings,  from  the  chemical  decomposition  of 
that  portion  of  the  air  we  breathe,  called  vital 
air,  or  oxygen.  According  to  this  idea,  the  lungs 
were  considered  as  the  furnace  of  the  system, 
and  the  office  of  the  blood  was  to  distribute  the 
heat  which  it  had  there  acquired,  throughout  the 
course  of  its  circulation.  To  obviate  the  objec¬ 
tions,  which  the  equal  temperature  of  parts, prox¬ 
imate  and  remote,  opposed  to  this  principle,  the 
qualities  of  sensible,  and  latent  were  invented, 
whose  proteus  powers  were  ever  ready  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  exigences  of  their  employers. 
Such  was  the  mania  of  system,  that  those  ap¬ 
pearances  only  were  regarded,  which  could  be 
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plausibly  explained  upon  its  principles ;  others, 
which  offered  the  most  simple  and  satisfactory 
solution  were  overlooked,  and  the  daring  at¬ 
tempt  was  made,  to  subjeCt  the  powers  of  univer¬ 
sal  nature  to  the  test  of  chemical  experiment. 
But  like  the  confusion  of  Babel,  the  temerity  was 
punished,  contradictory  results  were  produced 
from  experiments  commenced  with  the  same 
views,  and  the  absurd  conclusions  which  follow¬ 
ed,  dispelled  the  cloud  from  reason,  and  released 
science  from  bondage. 

After  some  remarks  on  certain  acknowledg¬ 
ed  properties  of  matter,  animate  as  well  as  inan¬ 
imate,  our  ideas  on  this  subjeCt  may  be  more 
generally  intelligible.  That  the  particles  of  mat¬ 
ter  do  not  touch  is  a  faCt  abundantly  proved,  by 
die  indefinite  expansion  and  contraction  of 
bodies.  We  conceive  the  medium  of  this  vari¬ 
ation  of  dimension  to  be  a  subtle  universal  fluid, 
which  has  been  successively  denominated  matter 
of  fire,  eledtricity,  caloric.  Either  of  these  terms 
will  suit  our  purpose,  as  we  conceive  them  but 
different  names  for  the  same  principle.  To  con¬ 
sider  then  the  subjeCt  in  as  popular  a  manner  as 
possible,  we  shall  assume  as  demonstrated,  that  the 
component  particles  of  matter  are  surrounded 
with  this  fluid  in  various  proportions, in  the  form 
f  atmospheres ;  and  as  there  is  in  nature  an  uni- 


c 


versal  tendency  to  an  equilibrium,  that  conse¬ 
quently  bodies  possessing  it  in  different  quanti¬ 
ties,  coming  into  contact,  respectively  commu¬ 
nicate  and  receive  it  ;  that  the  presence  of  this 
fluid  is  the  necessary,  and  only  cause  of  the  flu¬ 
idity  and  mobility  of  bodies,  and  that  motion  is 
an  effeCt  of  its  relative  and  unequal  combinations,. 
For  could  once  an  equilibrium  be  produced,  a 
cessation  of  all  motion,  and  universal  solidity 
would  ensue.  Animated  bodies,  from  the  nice 
and  peculiar  arrangement  of  their  particles,  pos¬ 
sess  the  property  of  maintaining  that  aCtion, 
which  the  first  impulse  of  motion  commences, 
and  of  longer  resisting  the  perpetual  nisus  for  an 
equilibrium.  Animal  heat  is  an  effeCt  of  this 
property,  and  is  the  criterion  of  the  existence  of 
this  distinguishing  characteristic.  The  succes¬ 
sive  expansions  and  contractions,  then,  of  the  an¬ 
imal  fibres,  constitute  those  vibrations  which  we 
call  life,  and  they  are  equally  dependent  upon 
the  same  principle,  the  same  universal  cause, 
which  first  gave  motion  to  matter.  Vain  and 
presumptuous  is  the  attempt  to  discover  this 
principle,  by  anatomical  investigation  or  chemic¬ 
al  analysis  ;  for  its  evanescent  existence  waits 
not  their  results,  and  the  moment  of  research  is 
but  the  signal  for  its  escape* 
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Before  we  exhaust  your  patience,  we  will  ad« 
vert  to  the  important  process  of  respiration,  and 
suggest  our  ideas  on  the  mode  of  its  origin.  It 
would  be  as  uninteresting  as  unnecessary,  at  this 
time,  to  describe  physiologically  the  various  parts 
concerned  in  this  function  so  essential  to  life. 
We  shall  not  rest  satisfied  however,  with  mere¬ 
ly  saying  that  “  the  child  opens  its  mduth  to  cry, 
and  the  air  rushes  down,”  but  we  shall  note  some 
fads  which  may  be  obvious  to  common  observ¬ 
ation,  and  whose  rational  and  philosophical  ex¬ 
planation  requires  no  uncommon  capacity  to  un¬ 
derstand.  The  animal  at  birth  from  a  state  of 
perfed  security  enters  a  medium  essentially  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  in  which  it  had  previously  ex¬ 
isted.  Deprived  of  that  connexion  on  which 
its  life  depended,  it  would  spedily  fall  a  sacri¬ 
fice,  did  not  its  peculiar  organization  render  it 
susceptible  of  a  new  mode  of  existence.  Im- 
merged  into  the  atmosphere,  immediate  evapor- 
ation  is  the  effed  of  the  first  contad  of  air  upon, 
its  delicate  surface.  A  sudden  contradion  is 
the  necessary  consequence.  This  is  the  first 
stimulus, and  like  the  eledric  with  whichit  maybe 
identified,  it  immediately  pervades  the  whole  sys¬ 
tem,  although  we  observe  it  only,  where  some 
obvious  effed  is  produced.  In  consequence  of 
this  evaporation,  the  intercostal  muscles  are  con* 
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traded,  the  ribs  are  raised,  and  the  diaphragm  is 
drawn  down  $  thus  is  the  cavity  of  the  thorax 
enlarged,  and  thus  are  the  lungs  expanded. 
Then,  and  not  till  then ,  is  the  air  admitted ,  and 
the  cry  which  succeeds  is  no  more  than  the  in¬ 
dex  of  this  occurrence .  The  undiquaque  pres¬ 
sure  of  the  atmosphere  would  preserve  an  equi¬ 
librium,  and  thus  expanded  would  the  lungs  re¬ 
main,  did  not  the  inspired  air  destroy  the  bal¬ 
ance  by  producing  evaporation,  and  there  again 
exciting  contraction.  The  stimulus  is  instanta¬ 
neously  propagated,  and  the  abdominal  muscles 
with  the  diaphragm,  by  their  reaction  become  the 
ready  and  efficient  auxiliaries  in  the  office  of  ex¬ 
piration.  Thus  the  successive  application  of  the 
same  stimulus  produces  the  alternate  expansion 
and  contraction  of  respiration,  thus  are  the  blood 
vessels  on  the  surface,  and  in  the  lungs  succes¬ 
sively  excited  to  propel  their  contents,  and  thus 
is  life  maintained  by  the  reciprocal  abstraction 
of  its  essential  principle. 

It  has  been  objected  that  as  the  air  at  birth  is 
universally  applied  to  the  whole  surface,  the  ab¬ 
dominal  muscles,  being  alike  stimulated,  would, 
by  their  synchronous  contraction,  counteract  that 
of  the  intercostal.  But  from  the  peculiar  con¬ 
struction  of  the  animal  machine,  the  cavity  of 
the  thorax  is  the  only  one  which  can  be  enlarg¬ 
ed  by  muscular  contraction.  General  experi¬ 
ence  and  observation  confirm  our  ideas  on  thi^ 
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subje&,  as  any  one  may  be  convinced  who  con¬ 
siders  the  effect,  which  the  first  contact  of  cold 
water  has  upon  him  in  bathing,  or  witnesses  the 
involuntary  gasp  which  marks  the  return  from 
syncope.*  In  fa£fc  the  abdominal  muscles  in  the 
process  of  respiration  aft  merely  as  the  antago¬ 
nists  of  the  intercostal,  and  they  appear  to 
us  as  dependant  on  each  other  for  their  powers, 
as  the  flexors  and  extensors  of  the  arms  and  legs. 

Many  and  various  have  been  the  opinions  re¬ 
specting  the  change  which  the  air  undergoes  in 
respiration.  Some  have  supposed  a  diminution 
of  the  whole,  others  a  deprivation  of  some  par¬ 
ticular  part,  whose  peculiar  quality  was  to  ope¬ 
rate  various  powerful  effects  in  the  animal  econ¬ 
omy.  It  is  our  opinion,  that  its  proper  purpose 
is  to  stimulate  the  lungs,  and  thereby  the  sys¬ 
tem  in  general  to  action  ;  and  that  the  change, 
which  it  afterwards  exhibits,  is  relatively  to  this 
operation  an  unimportant  occurrence,  and  mere¬ 
ly  an  efxedt  of  its  combination  with  the  subtile 
matter  of  evaporation.  If  it  were  true,  as  has 
been  asserted,  that  the  bulk  of  the  air  expired, 
after  making  allowance  for  variation  of  temper¬ 
ature,  was  less  than  of  that  inspired,  still  the  con¬ 
clusion  would  not  be  inevitable  that  any  portion 
was  absorbed  in  the  lungs  :  as  the  diminution 

*  This  simple  fa&  throws  more  light  on  the  resuscitat¬ 
ing  process  than  all  the  treatises  which  have  been  'written 
on  the  subject. 
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inthe  volume  might  very  well  be  accountedfor,  by 
the  formation  of  water  and  carbonic  acid  gas,  which 
experiments  out  of  the  body  abundantly  prove. 
But  the  air  in  respiration  never  can  come  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  blood  in  the  pulmunory  vessels .  How 
then  can  oxygen  be  absorbed  there?  They  say  the 
change  of  color  proves  the  absorption.  A  simi¬ 
lar  effed  is  observed,  when  blood  out  of  the  body 
is  exposed  in  a  moist  bladder  to  the  air,  but  we 
cannot  susped  that  the  air  is  absorbed  through 
the  bladder.  For  if  so,  why  does  not  a  similar 
appearance  take  place  when  the  bladder  is  dry  ? 
Neither  can  it  be  better  proved  that  heat*  is  evol¬ 
ved  from  the  air  in  the  lungs,  as  the  blood  may 
be  made  alternately  to  assume  the  venous  and 
arterial  appearance,  without  any  variation  of  tem¬ 
perature.  But  grant  for  a  moment  that  heat 
were  evolved,  would  this  account  for  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs  ?  This 
would  of  course  expand  their  vessels ;  but  we  have 
shown  that  their  contradion  is  necessary  to  pro¬ 
duce  motion.  Instead  therefore  of  heat  being 
generated  in  the  lungs,  it  is  taken  away  front 
them,  and  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  adion, 
and  consequently  of  temperature  from  exercise, 
is  the  necessity  of  thisahstradion.  Thus  we  see  an¬ 
imals,  the  ox  and  dog  for  instance,  instindively 

*  We  are  sensible  that  heat  is  merely  a  sensation  and 
that  therefore,  the  use  of  the  term  is  incorrect,  but  custom 
lias  so  long  fettered  language  as  to  make  her  shackles 
easy  if  act  unavoidable. 
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endeavoring  to  increase  this  effeCl  by  hurried  re¬ 
spiration,  by  lolling  their  tongues,  and  thus  expo¬ 
sing  increased  surfaces  to  evaporation,  DoClor 
Crawford  has  asserted  from  experiment,  that  the 
arterial  requires  more  caloric  than  the  venous 
blood  to  arrive  at  the  same  temperature,  and  the 
result  seems  to  favor  our  hypothesis.  The  con¬ 
traction  of  the  vessels  from  evaporation  may  be 
considered  as  the  efficient  cause,  likewise,  of  the 
change  observed  in  the  color.  For  what  is  color  ? 
It  is  not  a  substance.  Is  it  not  rather  like  light 9  a 
sensation  belonging  to  the  region  of  vision,  whose 
varieties  are  dependent  upon  those  minute  ar¬ 
rangements  of  the  particles  of  bodies,  which 
determine  their  different  powers  of  reflection 
and  refraCtion  ?  The  sense  of  touch  is  so  ex¬ 
quisite  in  some  that  the  color  may  even  be  de¬ 
termined  by  it.  This  proves  we  think  incontes¬ 
tably  that  a  variety  in  the  texture  attends,  if  it  do 
not  cause,  the  change  of  color.  That  celebrated 
philosopher  and  naturalist,  the  late  Abbe  Spallan¬ 
zani,  asserts  that  dead  animal  matter  effe&s  the 
same  change  in  the  qualities  of  the  air,  which  it 
was  supposed  the  peculiar  property  of  respiration 
to  produce.  He  observes  that  this  operation  is 
more  slowly  performed  with  the  dead  animal, 
but  this  variation  may  be  conceived  to  depend 
upon  the  difference  of  evaporation,  bodies  at  rest 
not  exposing  the  same  variety  of  surface  as  those 
in  motion.  The  result  of  the  Abbe’s  experiment. 
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and  the  conviction  of  our  own  judgment,  war-, 
rant  us  therefore  to  infer,  that  the  absorption  01 
decomposition  of  oxygen,  cannot  be  an  efficient 
cause  either  of  animal  heat,  or  even  of  the  red 
color  of  the  blood. 

The  function  of  respiration  then  is  to  originate^ 
and  maintain  a  certain  motion  of  the  animal  fibre 
essential  to  vitality,  and  the  effeCt  is  produced  by 
the  contraction  from  evaporation,  excited  by  at¬ 
mospheric  air,  which  from  its  particular  composi¬ 
tion,  and  the  easy  and  various  change  of  its  appli¬ 
cation,  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  this  purpose. 

Having  thus  far  explained  our  ideas  on  thepro- 
ces  s  of  respiration,  we  shall  offer  a  few  brief  remarks 
on  the  causes  and  effeCts  of  its  suspension.  Re¬ 
flection  and  observation  on  the  subjeCt  have  con¬ 
spired  to  convince  us,  that  much  depends  on  the 
mode  by  which  this  is  produced,  and  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  subjeCt  at  the  moment  of  the  acci¬ 
dent.  For  the  chance  of  success  in  our  attempts 
to  resuscitate,  cannot  be  calculated  by  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  suspension,  nor  by  any  appearance  or 
circumstance  hitherto  observed.  The  instinCtive 
love  of  life  prompts  the  irresistible  effort  to  avoid 
the  threatening  danger— “the  aClion  becomes 
convulsive  and  mechanical,  and  thus  death  is 
hastened  by  the  endeavor  to  escape  it.  The  de¬ 
rangement  which  is  thus  produced  forms,  we 
conceive,  the  grand  obstacle  to  resuscitation. 
The  various  appearances  which  the  lungs  after 
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sudden  death  exhibit,  will  not  enable  us  to  de- 
termine  the  immediate  cause  of  their  suspended 
adion.  In  some  subjeds  they  appear  expanded, 
as  after  a  full  inspiration,  in  others,  contraded, 
as  after  expiration*  In  either  case  there  is  no 
mechanical  obstrudion  to  the  blood,  as  we  may 
judge  from  analogy  with  the  stomach  and  other 
hollow  organs,  and  as  is  we  think  abundantly 
proved  by  the  equability  of  the  arterial  pulsations® 
The  efficient  cause  then  of  their  loss  of  adion 
cannot  be  found  in  their  expansion,  or  contrac¬ 
tion  ;  neither  will  the  idea  of  the  want  of  stimu¬ 
lating  quality  in  the  blood  explain  the  phenom¬ 
enon,  for  the  left  heart  is  not  distended,  and 
black  blood  is  found  in  the  aorta*  But  notwith¬ 
standing  these  objedions,  the  various  hypotheses 
they  oppose  were  said  to  be  founded  upon  afloat 
experiment  and  observation*  This  mortifying 
fad  cannot  fail  to  induce  us  to  examine  with 
caution,  and  never  to  receive,  with  implicit  faith, 
those  results,  which  are  at  variance  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  reason  and  philosophy® 

Air  becomes  unlit  for  respiration  by  its  com¬ 
bination  with  the  exhaling  vapor  of  the  lungs® 
Is  it  then  necessary  to  suppose  its  decomposition, 
or  that  its  essential  principle  is  absorbed  there  ? 
Respiration  thus  generates  its  own  poison,  for  it 
is  a  fad  that  air  once  respired  becomes  as  cer¬ 
tainly  deletereous  as  mephitic  gasses  of  any  oth¬ 
er  produ&ion.  Futile  then  at  least*  even  if  it 
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were  possible,  must  be  the  expedient  which  an* 
thority  has  sanctioned,  of  inflating  the  lungs  in 
our  attempts  to  resuscitate  with  the  noxious 
breath  of  man.  But  we  have  no  idea  that  this 
exhaled  matter  is  a  specific  poison,  which  is  ne¬ 
cessarily  excreted,  because  its  longer  delay  would 
be  injurious  to  the  system.  It  is  merely  an  evap¬ 
oration  from  the  surface,  generated  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  its  escape,  dependent  upon  that  mobili¬ 
ty  of  the  fibres,  which  it  thus  assists  in  preserv¬ 
ing,  and  is  an  effeCt  which  all  bodies  exposed  to 
the  atmosphere  in  some  measure  experience.  In 
the  diffidence  of  conjecture,  would  we  here  sug¬ 
gest  our  ideas.  We  have  observed  that  the  vital 
adtion  is  maintained  through  the  medium  of  at¬ 
mospheric  air,  by  the  successive  and  alternate 
contractions,  which  its  various  application  occa¬ 
sions.  These  contractions,  when  in  due  degree, 
excite  that  reaction  of  the  animal  fibre  which 
constitutes  vital  vibration.  If  there  be  no  con¬ 
traction,  there  can  be  no  motion,  and  if  the  con¬ 
traction  be  excessive,  even  mobility  is  destroyed. 
If  air  be  inspired,  which  imparts  rather  than  re¬ 
ceives  the  expansive  principle,  no  contraction 
can  be  produced.  Hydrogen  or  inflammable 
gas,  we  conceive,  may  operate  by  such  a  proper¬ 
ty.  This  gas  we  know  to  be  specifically  light, 
and  we  observe,  that  the  state  of  the  barometer 
Influences  respiration.  Carbonic  acid  gas,  or 
fixable  air,  on  the  contrary,  abstracts  so  iiruns- 
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diately  and  forcibly  the  vital  flame,  that  the  re¬ 
action  of  the  system  is  at  once  destroyed.  We 
may  remark  its  analogous  effeCt  in  ignition.  In  a 
vacuum,  or  when  the  spasm  of  the  glottis  pre¬ 
cludes  the  admission  of  air  into  the  trachea,  mo¬ 
tion  and  respiration  are  suspended  for  evapora¬ 
tion,  and  consequently  contraction  cannot  take 
place.  Thus  do  we  account  for  the  phenomena 
attending  the  different  kinds  of  asphyxia,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  apparent  cause  of  their  produc¬ 
tion.  Animation  as  well  as  respiration  may  be 
said  to  be  suspended  when  that  motion  upon 
which  it  depends  is  destroyed.  In  our  endeav¬ 
ors  then  to  resuscitate,  the  principle  shouldbe  kept 
in  view  that  there  can  be  no  vital  motion  without 
mobility,  and  that  the  criterion  of  vital  mobility 
is  the  animal  temperature.  In  proportion  as 
this  is  diminished,  must  we  endeavor  to  restore 
it  by  the  gradual  communication  of  heat.  If  it 
be  communicated  too  fast  the  body  is  not  affeCt- 
ed,  the  particles  at  the  surface  only  lose  their 
cohesion,  and  assume  different  forms.  Like  the 
melting  of  an  icicle,  whose  surface  is  continual¬ 
ly  dissolving  while  the  centre  remains  unaffeCted. 
When  arrived  at  the  happy  standard,  then  should 
the  stimulants  exciting  contraction  and  motion 
be  applied.  Perhaps  one  reason  of  our  infre¬ 
quent  success  in  resuscitation,  may  be  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  exciting  powers  before  mobility 
was  restored,  whereby  the  parts  receive  an  inju- 
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tj  which  the  feeble  commencement  of  vital  ac¬ 
tion  is  unable  to  remedy.  It  is  a  curious  faCt.  not 
generally  observed,  that  in  the  different  asphix- 
ire,  bodies  lose  their  heat  in  the  inverse  propor- 
tion  of  their  constitutional  vigor  in  health.  This 
may  in  some  measure  account  for  the  various 
success  which  attends  resuscitating  processes. 

The  different  and  contradictory  methods  re¬ 
commended  by  authors  for  the  restoration  of 
animation,  seem  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
they  were  dictated  by  no  particular  theory.  We 
were  to  attempt  every  thing  by  turns,  but  noth¬ 
ing  long.  Emetics,  fumigations  and  venesections, 
have  co-operated  with  the  disease  which  they 
were  vainly  expedted  to  remedy  ^and  thevital  spark 
which  nature  was  about  to  cover  with  the  em¬ 
bers  of  preservation,  has  been  extinguished  by 
the  rude  hand  of  ill-directed  assistance. 

But  from  the  laudable  spirit  of  inquiry,  which 
institutions  like  yours  have  stimulated,  a  more  ra¬ 
tional  and  philosophical  view  of  thescienceof  life, 
will  soon  be  more  generally  diffused.  Then  it 
will  not  be  supposed  exclusively  to  belong  to 
any  profession  to  dictate  that  method,  which  ex¬ 
perience  and  common  sense  will  teach  us  all  to 
pursue.  Then  will  medicine  be  unveiled  of  its 
mystery,  and  its  professors  throw  aside  the  false 
colors  which  disgrace  them.  Science  will  des¬ 
cend  from  her  eminences,  and  wisdom  be  our 
common  birthright.  Indulging  thus  our  vener- 
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ation  and  respect  for  the  feelings  and  principles 
which  originated  your  excellent  institution,  shall 
we  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  a  wish  that  a 
wider  range  were  opened  for  the  exertion  of 
your  beneficence.  Civilized  man,  educated  in 
habits  which  teach  him  to  feel  a  mutual  depend¬ 
ence  on  his  fellow,  instinctively  stretches  out  the 
protecting  hand  in  sudden  and  unexpected  ca¬ 
lamity,  the  impulse  of  the  moment  effects  all, 
and  reflection  comes  but  to  approve.  We  will 
not  suspedt  that  this  feeling,  which  should  be  our 
pride,  will  be  destroyed ;  but  if  it  be  of  itself 
sufficient  to  produce  the  happy  effedls  we  wish, 
can  you  not  appropriate  some  of  your  honors  and 
rewards  to  stimulate  that  deliberate  benevolence 
to  others,  wfliich  the  selfifh  mind  of  man  is  gen¬ 
erally  so  unwilling  to  exert.  You  applaud  and 
reward  the  successful  effort  which  saved  the 
life  of  a  fellow  being— you  look  no  further' — you 
wish  to  know  no  more,  for  the  ostensible  por- 
pose  of  your  institution  is  completed.  But  who 
is  the  distressed  objedt  that  is  thus  snatched  from 
a  peaceful  grave  ?  May  it  not  be  some  houseless 
wanderer,  long  since  a  burthen  to  himself  and 
society,  or  perhaps  some  wretched  maniac,  to 
whose  disordered  sense  existence  has  no  charm* 
And  to  what  are  they  restored  ?  to  the  same  pov¬ 
erty  and  wretchedness  from  which  their  kinder 
fate  was  about  to  release  them.  Are  you  then 
their  benefadtors  if  you  leave  them  thus,  or  ra» 
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ther  are  you  the  benefactors  of  society,  for  its 
advantage  must  be  the  eventual  criterion  of  your 
services.  We  feel  both  pleasure  and  pride  in  ob¬ 
serving  that  in  this  view  of  our  subjeCt  we  have 
been  anticipated  by  a  much  respected  and  much 
regretted  Divine,  who,  in  the  peculiar  accents  of 
his  eloquence,  has  wished  to  direCt  your  benevo¬ 
lence  to  the  alleviation  of  living  wretchednefs. 
Although  perhaps  the  particular  evils  be  depict¬ 
ed,  do  not  now  in  so  great  a  degree  exist,  yet 
Still  there  are  miseries  unmitigated— -there  is  pov¬ 
erty  which  suffering  in  silence,  must  be  reliev¬ 
ed  in  secret— there  are  orphans  which  the  fair 
hand  of  chanty  has  excluded  from  her  other¬ 
wise  liberal  bounty— the  innocent  viClims  of 
crimes,  which  had  been  with  unblushing  impuni¬ 
ty  committed.  Pity,  that  the  garb  of  distress 
should  not  ever  be  a  passport  to  the  feeling 
heart.  But  there  is  one  class  of  suffering  human¬ 
ity  which  we  conceive  has  irresistible  claims 
upon  your  benevolence.  It  would  certainly  be 
worthy  your  institution  to  endeavor,  by  some 
salutary  expedient,  to  preserve  those,  whom  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  indiscretion  has  condemned  to  perpetu¬ 
al  infamy  ;  whose  return  to  virtue  is  cut  off  by 
the  imperious  fiat  of  opinion  ;  and  who  seek  a 
variety  of  vice,  as  the  only  alternative  of  exist¬ 
ence.  c£  The  world  is  not  their  friend  nor  the 
world’s  law,5  ’  whattieis  there  then  to  bind  them  to 
society.  Consider  us  not  as  the  advocates  of  vice 
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while  we  mean  only  to  denounce  those  laws  and 
customs  which  tend  to  produce  it.  With  prop¬ 
er  diffidence,  though  wiih  real  sincerity,  have  we 
suggested  our  ideas  on  this  subjedt ;  and  we  can¬ 
not  but  indulge  the  hope  that  they  may  some¬ 
time  become,  through  you,  the  humble  means  of 
decreasing  the  sum  of  human  wretchedness* 
Thus  will  you  in  reality  be  the  benefactors  of  So¬ 
ciety,  for  you  will  restore  its  individuals  neT on¬ 
ly  to  life,  but  to  happiness  and  virtue. 


The  author  has  studiously  avoided  to  embellish 
his  discourse  by  apt  quotation  or  splendid  reference , 
but  he  feels  it  his  duty  in  this  place  to  acknowledge 
generally  his  many  obligations  to  a  respected  friend 
and  professional  instructor  f*  whose  comprehensive 
views ,  in  science  and philosophy ,  are  equalled  only  by 
the  wish  and  endeavor  more  widely  to  extend  their 
advantages . 


*  Samuel  Danforth,  M.  D. 


22 


/ 


Appendix; 


V 


COMMONWEALTH  of  MASSACHUSETTS. 


In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 

one , 

An  Ad  to  incorporate  and  establish  a  Society  by  the 
Name  of  the  HUMANE  SOCIETY  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts, 

W HERE  AS  it  h  the  duty  of  Government 
at  all  times ,  ter  countenance  and  support  its  citizens,  in  their  ex¬ 
ertions  for  alleviating  the  distresses  of  their  fellow-men  :  And 
whereas  divers  persons  have  petitioned  this  Court,  for  an  aEt  of 
incorporation ,  whereby  they  may  more  effectually  carry  into  exe¬ 
cution  their  benevolent  design  i 

Be  it  therefore  ena&ed ,  by  the  Senate  aud  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives  in  General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same ,  That  the  Hon.  Thomas  Russell,  Esq.  Jonathan  Ma¬ 
son, Esq.  John  Warren,  M.D.  Rev.  Simeon  Howard,  D.D. 
Rev.  Samuel  Parker,  D.  D.  John  Avery,  jun.  Esq.  Rev. 
John  Lathrop,  D.  D.  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  Rev.  John 
Clark,  Do&or  Thomas  Welsh,  Aaron  Dexter,  M.  D.  and 
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Mr.  Nathaniel  Balch,  together  with  all  those  who  now 
are,  and  such  others  who  shall  become  members  thereof* 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  eredled  into,  and  made  a  body 
politic,  corporate  forever,  by  the  name  of  the  Humane  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

And  be  it  fur  the)'  enabled,  by  the  authority  aforesaid)  That 
the  said  Corporation  are  hereby  declared  and  made  capable 
in  law,  of  having,  holding,  purchasing  and  taking  in  fee- 
simple,  or  any  less  estate,  by  gift,  grant,  devise  or -other¬ 
wise,  any  lands,  tenements  or  estate,  real  and  personal,; 
(provided  that  the  annual  income  of  said  real  and  person¬ 
al  estate,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  thousand  pounds') 
* — and  also  to  sell,  alien,  devise  or  dispose  of  the  same  es¬ 
tate,  real  and  personal,  not  using  the  same  in  trade  or 
commerce. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid That 
the  said  Corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  make,  have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to 
break,  alter  and  renew  at  pleasure  ;  that  it  shall  be  capa¬ 
ble  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  an¬ 
swer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all 
actions  real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  to  do  and  execute 
all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things,  that  to  them 
shall,  and  may  appertain  to  do. 

And  be  it  further  enaffed  by  the  authority  aforesaid ,  That 
the  said  Corporation  may  make,  establish  and  put  in  exe¬ 
cution,  such  laws  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  to 
the  government  of  said  Corporation,  provided  the  same 
shall  in  no  case  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  this  state.  And  for  the  well  governing  of  the  said 
Corporation,  and  the  ordering  their  affairs,  they  shall  have 
such  officers  as  they  shall  hereafter  from  time  to  time, 
eleft  and  appoint ;  and  such  officers,  as  shall  be  designat¬ 
ed  by  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  said  Corporation  for 
she  purpose,  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  power 
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for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  said 
Corporation,  and  calling  and  holding  such  occasional 
meetings  for  that  purpose,  as  shall  be  fixed  and  determin¬ 
ed  by  the  said  laws  and  regulations. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid \  That 
the  end  and  design  of  the  institution  of  the  said  Society, 
is  for  the  recovery  of  persons,  who  meet  with  such  acci¬ 
dents  as  produce  in  them  the  appearance  of  death,  and 
for  promoting  the  cause  of  humanity,  by  pursuing  such 
means  from  time  to  time,  as  shall  have  for  their  objedl, 
the  preservation  of  human  life,  and  the  alleviation  of  its 
miseries. 

And  be  it  further  enabled.  That  the  place  where  the  first 
meeting  of  the  said  Society  shall  be  held,  shall  be  the 
town  of  Boston  ;  and  that  the  Hon.  Thomas  Russell,  Esq. 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  fix  the 
time  for  holding  the  said  meeting,  and  to  notify  the  same 
to  the  members  of  the  said  Society,  by  causing  the  same 
to  be  published  In  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers,  fourteen 
days  before  the  time  fixed  on  for  holding  the  said  meeting. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  21,  1791. 
This  Bill  having  had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  be 
enadted. 

DAVID  COBB,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  February  23,  1791. 

This  Bill  having  had  two  several  readings,  passed  to  be 
gnadted. 

SAMUEL  PHILLIPS,  President. 

By  the  Governor, 

Approved, 


Attest, 

John  Avery,  jun.  Sec. 

% 


JOHN  HANCOCK. 
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The  INSTITUTION  of  the  HUMANE  SOCI- 
ETY  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 


a  variety  of  faithful  experiments, 


and  incontestible  fads,  it  is  now  considered  as  an  estab¬ 
lished  truth,  that  the  total  suspension  of  the  vital  func¬ 
tions  in  the  animal  body  is  by  no  means  incompatible 
with  life,  and  consequently  the  marks  of  apparent  death 


may  subsist,  without  any  necessary  implication  of  an  abso¬ 


lute  extindion  of  the  animating  principle.  The  bounda¬ 
ry  line  between  life  and  death,  or  the  distinguishing  signs 
of  the  latter,  are  objeds  to  which  the  utmost  efforts  of  the 
human  capacity  have  never  yet  attained.  Nor  can  we  with 
any  degree  of  certainty,  pronounce  that  an  animal  is  dead, 
until  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  putrefadion,  have 
been  furnished.  From  these  fads  it  might  reasonably  be 
expeded,  that  were  proper  measures  to  be  adopted,  espe¬ 
cially  in  cases  peculiarly  doubtful,  we  might  frequently 
be  enabled  to  restore  to  full  life,  and  the  enjoyment  of  it, 
a  beloved  friend,  or  valuable  member  of  society.  And 
indeed  numerous  successful  instances  might  be  adduced 
in  the  cases  of  persons,  who  would  in  a  few  hours  have 
been  consigned  to  an  untimely  grave,  and  perhaps  have 
suffered  the  horrors  of  inevitable  death,  attended  with  a 
consciousness  of  their  own  terrible  situation.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  be  understood,  that  any  process  direded  to 
the  above  mentioned  purpose  can  be  equally  applicable  to 
all  cases  :  for  as  the  attempt  must  presuppose  an  entire 
state  of  the  vital  organs,  it  is  obvious  that  those  apparent 
deaths,  which  are  consequent  upon  disease,  afford  in 
general,  little  or  no  encouragement  for  such  attempts.  But 
in  most  cases  of  sudden  death,  the  vital  organs  appear  to 
have  sustained  but  a  very  slight  injury,  and  only  require 
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a  seasonable  excitement  of  the  heart  to  renew  their  a$ioft. 

The  exquisite  feelings  attendant  on  the  unexpected  re* 
storation  of  an  affectionate  friend,  or  an  indulgent  parent, 
a  dutiful  child,  or  an  intimate  companion  of  our  bosoms, 
after  having  been  suddenly  torn  from  us,  and,  in  imagin¬ 
ation  numbered  with  the  dead,  may  be  more  easily  con¬ 
ceived  than  described,  nor  is  the  acquisition  of  one  deser¬ 
ving  member  of  society  an  objeCt  unworthy  the  public  at¬ 
tention. 

Upon  these  considerations,  Societies  have  been  formed 
in  various  parts  of  Europe,  for  promoting  attempts  to  re¬ 
cover  persons  from  apparent  death,  especially  in  cases  of 
suffocation  and  drowning.  The  Humane  Society  estab¬ 
lished  in  Great  Britain,  in  1774,  has  been  very  successful. 
Within  ten  years  from  its  institution,  out  of  1304  persons 
apparently  dead,  from  drowning,  790  have  been  restored 
to  their  friends  and  country  :*  Many  of  them,  no  doubt, 
useful  and  valiiable  men.  For  an  institution  of  this  na¬ 
ture  a  considerable  fund  is  necessary,  and  many  occasion¬ 
al  expenses  will  unavoidably  occur.  The  cause  of  hu¬ 
manity,  however,  deserves  every  encouragement.  And 
to  promote  that  cause  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  benevolent 
will  liberally  subscribe.  For  these  salutary  purposes 
the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  their 
aCt  passed  the  last  session,  have  been  pleased  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  a  Society,  by  the  Name  of  the  Humane  Society  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts ,  with  ample  powers  ; 
and  the  following  regulations  and  arrangements  are  sub¬ 
mitted,  by  the  society,  to  the  inspection  of  the  public. 


%  By  the  annual  Report  of  1803,  it  appears ,  that  2798 
Lives  have  been  preserved  and  restored ,  since  the  establishment 
of  the  Royal  Humane  Society . 
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RULES  for  the  REGULATION  of  the  HUMANE. 
SOCIETY  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  t  insti¬ 
tuted  in  the  Town  of  Boston ,  for  the  recovery  of  per¬ 
sons,  who  meet  with  such  accidents  as  produce  in  them 
the  appearance  of  death,  and  for  promoting  the  cause 
©f  humanity,  by  pursuing  such  means,  from  time  to 
time,  as  shall  have  for  their  objedt  the  preservation  of 
human  life,  and  the  alleviation  of  its  miseries. 

X. 

That  the  officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Trustees,  not  exceeding  twelve,  of  whom  one  shall 
be  President,  two  Vice  Presidents,  one  Treasurer,  one  Re¬ 
cording  Secretary  and  one  Corresponding  Secretary. 

II. 

That  the  society  shall  meet  twice  every  year,  viz.  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  December ,  and  the  second  Tuesday 
in  'June  ;  but  that  the  President,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Trustees,  shall  be  empowered  to  call  a  meeting  whenever 
the  business  of  the  society  shall  require  it. 

III. 

That  the  President  and  Trustees  shall  be  annually  elec¬ 
ted.  by  ballot,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  December . 

'  IV.  '  ' 

That  the  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  a  fair  copy 
of  all  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  society,  and  record 
all  such  cases  and  communications  as  the  Trustees  shall 
direft. 

V. 

That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  write  all  letters 
relating  to  the  business  of  the  society,  and  shall  write  an¬ 
swers  to  all  such  letters  as  the  society  shall  receive,  they 
being  previously  communicated  to  the  President  and 
Trustees  assembled. 
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That  the  President  and  Trustees,  a  major  part  of  whorr* 
shall  constitute  a  quorum,  shall,  during  the  vacation  be¬ 
tween  the  semiannual  meetings  of  the  society,  have  the 
a  care  and  management  of  the  concerns  and  funds  of  the 
society,  regulate  the  mode  of  receiving  the  annual  sub¬ 
scriptions,  adjudge  the  premiums  due  agreeably  to  the 
rules  of  the  society,  and  no  monies  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Treasurer  without  their  order,  signed  by  the  President, 
or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  Vice-President. 

VII. 

All  property  belonging  to  the  society,  whether  by  do¬ 
nation,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  and  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  in 
case  of  his  death  be  delivered  to  the  President,  until  a  new 
Treasurer  shall  be  chosen. 

VII I. 

That  any  person  desirous  to  become  a  member  of  this 
society,  shall  be  nominated  by  a  member  of  the  same,  to 
the  Trustees,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  determine  his  elec¬ 
tion. 

IX. 

Each  member  shall  annually  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  a  sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  and  ten  cents ,  and 
any  person  refusing  to  pay  for  three  years  successively 
said  sum,  or  his  subscription,  shall  no  longer  be  consider¬ 
ed  as  a  member  of  the  society,  and  his  name  shall  be  eras¬ 
ed  from  the  catalogue. 

X. 

That  a  catalogue  of  the  members,  with  the  sums  they 
annually  contribute,  with  the  rules  of  the  society,  shall  once 
in  three  years  be  published,  and  distributed  among  the 
members ;  together  with  an  account  of  all  donations  re¬ 
ceived  during  said  term,  and  such  other  papers  as  the 
Trustees  shall  think  proper. 
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XL 

That  such  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  as  shall  engage  to 
afford  their  assistance  towards  promoting  the  views  of 
the  society,  shall  do  it  gratis. 

XII. 

That  when  any  accident  shall  happen,  producing  appar¬ 
ent  death,  the  person  who  shall  first  discover,  and  endeav¬ 
our  to  recover  the  subject,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a 
sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars ,  nor  less  than  one  dollar ,  to  be 
paid  in  such  manner  as  the  Trustees  shall  think  best. 

XIII. 

That  the  Trustees  be  empowered  to  make  such  com¬ 
pensations  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  any  one,  who 
shall  receive  into  his  house  the  body  of  a  person  apparent¬ 
ly  dead,  with  a  view  that  means  may  be  used  for  his  re¬ 
covery. 

XIV. 

That  any  person  who  shall,  by  a  singular  exertion,  save 
another  from  death,  shall  receive  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten 
dollars ,  to  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  shall  think 
proper. 

XV. 

That  the  Trustees  shall  appoint  some  person  to  deliver 
a  public  discourse  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  June  every 
year,  upon  some  subje<5t  connected  with  the  principal  ob¬ 
jects  of  this  society,  and  that  there  be  a  colle&ion,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Society,  upon  that  day.* 

XVI. 

That  the  Treasurer  shall  annually  exhibit  his  accounts 
to  the  Society,  and  whensoever  the  funds  of  the  said  socie¬ 
ty  will  admit  of  a  compensation  for  his  services,  that  he 
shall  give  bonds  to  die  society  for  the  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  trust. 

*  N.  B.  This  part  of  the  Rule  has,  ly  a  vote  of  the  Society  t 
been  dispensed  with  since  1798,  till  the  present  year* 
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XVII. 

The  President  and  Trustees  may,  at  their  discretion,  at 
any  monthly  meeting,  admit  such  persons  as  honorary 
members  of  this  Society,  as  will  in  their  opinion,  have  a 
tendency  to  add  respedability  to  the  society,  or  be  the 
means  of  promoting  its  benevolent  intentions,  provided 
that  such  persons  are  not  inhabitants  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  the  votes  of  three  fourths  of  the  Trustees  are 
in  favor  of  such  admisson  ;  any  thing  in  the  ninth  arti¬ 
cle  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


The  SOCIETY  have  received  the  following  COMMU¬ 
NICATIONS,  since  their  last  Publication. 

I. 

Reiter  from  William  Hawes ,  M.  D.  Register  of  the  Royal 
Humane  Society  in  London ,  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary , 

London,  Spital  Square,  Aug.  22,  1803. 

Dr.  Dod* 

It  is  produdive  of  an  abundant  pleasure  to  be  enabled 
to  send  you  the  various  publications  for  1803  ;  in  order 
to  be  presented  to  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Trustees 
of  the  Mass.  Humane  Society  ;  as  an  abundant  harvest 
on  so  interesting  a  subjed  as  the  sublime  cause  of  Resus¬ 
citation  ;  and  the  progressive  success  of  the  Royal  Hu° 
mane  Society. 

Bishop  Gloucester's  Anniversary  Sermon . 

Annual  Report  for  1 803. 

The  Philanthropist, 

An  Epitome  of  Lives  Restored. L 
Reflections  on  Resuscitation, 

‘The  Marine  Spencer ,  ifoc, 

I  rely  with  the  utmost  confidence  upon  the  candour 
and  indulgence  of  the  Trustees,  in  perusing  my  Annual 
Report,  the  Epitome,  &c.  they  will  consider  it  merely  as 
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the  Annwersanum  Donum  to  engage  the  attention  of  be« 
nevolent  characters,  so  as  to  foster,  encourage,  and  pro* 
mote  the  Royal  H.  S.  ;  it  must  likewise  be  granted  by 
every  reader  of  discernment,  that  the  publication  abun¬ 
dantly  proves  to  the  civilized  world,  the  victory  of  en¬ 
lightened  reason  over  prejudice  and  incredulity. 

The  learded  and  philosophic  Dr,  Struve  of  Gonlidzin, 
in  Liisatia,  observes,  “that  the  R.  Humane  S.  published  in 
its  Annual  Reports,  an  account  of  all  instances,  in  which 
the  benevolent  purposes  of  its  institution  have  been  attained, 
thus  not  only  satisfying  the  nation  of  the  utility  of  its  ef¬ 
forts,  but  by  the  display  of  its  success  animating  individuals 
of  every  nation  to  pursue  its  life  saving  views,  and  to  em¬ 
ploy  in  the  most  desperate  cases  of  suspended  animation, 
the  judicious  methods,  it  so  wisely  recommends 
Extremus  si  quis  super  halitus  errat. 

The  opinions  both  of  the  antients  and  the  moderns  con¬ 
cerning  the  Resuscitative  art,  were  vague  and  delusive, 
instead  of  enlarging,  they  contracted  the  powers  of  the 
human  mind,  and  involved  in  obscurity  a  subject  peculiar¬ 
ly  adapted  to  call  forth  every  noble,  every  benevolent 
principle.  To  this  cause  may  be  ascribed  the  premature 
destruction  of  thousands,  whose  preservation  would  have 
reflected  the  highest  lustre  upon  the  human  character. 

Within  the  last  fifty  years,  men  of  an  enlarged  and 
philosophic  cast  of  mind  have  turned  their  attention  to 
this  most  important  subject ;  and  have  answered  by  ar¬ 
guments  unanswered  and  unanswerable,  that  the  spark  of 
life  which  appeared  to  be  extinCt,  by  the  godlike  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  Medical  Assistants,  may  be  fanned  into  a 
glorious  flame. 

It  is,  Sir,  a  most  pleasing  reflection,  that  the  Resuscita¬ 
tive  Art  is  prosecuted  with  a  zeal  and  ardor  suited  to  the 
infinite  importance  of  the  subject.  Its  benefits  are  not 
confined  to  the  short  period  of  our  existence. 
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Et  natt  natorum,  el  qui  nascentur  ab  lilts ,  will  be  convinced 
that  the  restoration  of  our  fellow  creatures  is  a  subject 
eminently  calculated  to  soothe  the  anxieties  incident  to 
our  mortal  state,  and  to  fill  the  mind  with  the  most  en¬ 
larged  conceptions. 

I  have  delayed  sending  the  Annual  Report  in  order  to 
present  you  and  the  Trustees  with  the  Bishop  of  Glouces¬ 
ter’s  learned  and  excellent  Sermon,  as  well  as  various 
collateral  smaller  matters  which  have  been  printed  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  in  conducting  the  occasional  public  business 
of  the  Royal  Humane  Society. 

The  Anniversary  of  an  excellent  Institution,  the  Liter¬ 
ary  Fund,  was  celebrated  last  May,  and  an  ingenious  ap¬ 
propriate  Address  on  Universal  benevolence  was  admira¬ 
bly  recited.  With  pleasure  I  make  the  following  brief  ex- 
trad,  it  being  strongly  applicable  to  our  Life  Saving  So¬ 
ciety. 

“  Sweet  Charity  like  Venus  mid9 st  the  waves, 

Thou  walk’ st  in  beauty  o’er  the  wat’ry  graves , 

And  teaching  man  the  Promethean  Art, 

Bring  st  fire  from  heaven  or  waPst  it  in  his  heart.99 

It  is  probable  that  the  vast  distance  between  our  ad¬ 
vancing  years,  and  important  pursuits  in  life,  will  be  an 
insuperable  obstacle  to  a  personal  knowledge  of  each  other? 
but  it  is  a  singular  happiness  that  the  Almighty  has  fa¬ 
vored  us  with  health  and  spirits,  so  as  to  enjoy  the  friendly 
correspondence  of  philanthropists  amongst  our  Trans- At¬ 
lantic  brethren.  May  all  those  who  devote  their  talents 
to  individual  happiness  and  public  benefit,  long  enjoy  the 
excellent  pleasure  annexed  to  every  virtuous  exertion  :  and 
I  cannot  more  happily  express  my  good  wishes  for  the 
Mass.  Humane  Society,  than  in  the  emphatic  language 
of  the  celebrated  Father  Paul : 

(t  Esto  perpetua.” 

Your’s  most  respectfully, 

Wm.  HAWES, 
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To  the  Trustees  of  the  Humane  Society* 

Griffin  Barney,  foreman  of  a  Rope- Walk,  represents, 
that  on  Tuesday  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  August,  he  saw  a 
number  of  boys  at  the  Bottom  of  Jeffery  and  Russell's 
Rope-Walk  playing  near  the  water ;  soon  after  one  of 
them  cryed  out,  that  a  boy  was  drowning  ;  that  he  im¬ 
mediately  run  down  to  the  water  side,  and  took  a  small 
boat  and  went  out  to  some  distance,  where  the  water  was 
between  7  and  8  feet  in  depth,  he  there  saw  the  boy  lay¬ 
ing  at  the  bottom  where  he  had  been  about  7  or  8  minutes, 
that  immediately  he  plunged  himself  into  the  water  with 
all  his  cloaths  on,  and  took  up  the  boy,  the  son  of  Mr. 
Norcross  a  Painter,  apparently  lifeless,  and  carried  him  on 
shore,  and  that  such  means  were  used,  under  the  dire&ion 
of  Dr.  Danforth,  that  his  senses  were  restored  to  him  in 
about  3  hours. 

Boston ,  Aug.  19,  1803. 

GRIFFIN  BARNEY. 
N.  B.  The  Trustees  voted  Mr.  Barney  a  Gold  Medal  for 
the  above  exertion ,  and  it  was  presented  to  him  by  Dr.  Parker . 


Rev9d.  Dr.  Lathrop ,  Boston,  31st,  Oct.  1803. 

On  the  10th  inst.  as  a  lad,  by  the  name  of  Ephraim 
Davis,  apprentice  to  a  Capt.  Snow,  was  passing  in  a  boat 
from  a  sch.,  then  riding  at  anchor  in  the  stream  opposite 
to  Col.  J.  May’s  Wharf,  at  the  north  part  of  the  town,  the 
oar,  with  which  he  was  attempting  to  scull  the  boat,  slip¬ 
ped  from  its  place,  and  the  lad,  losing  his  balance  fell 
overboard.  In  this  situation  with  all  his  sea  clothes  on, 
and  not  being,  (as  I  was  afterwards  told)  a  good  swim¬ 
mer,  he  cried  out  for  help  in  a  manner  that  not  only  ar¬ 
rested  the  attention,  but  interested  the  feelings  of  all,  who 
either  heard  or  saw  him.  And  endeavours  were  imme- 
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ciiately  used  to  get  a  boat  from  the  neighbouring  wharves 
and  vessels  to  save  him.  But  as  none  could  be  got  ready 
as  soon  as  the  exigency  required,  a  Mr.  John  C.  Barnes, 
Mate  of  the  ship  Nancy,  Capt.  Doak,  lying  at  Col.  May’s 
Wharf,  then  at  work  on  board  his  vessel,  instantly  threw 
himself  into  the  water,  with  all  his  cloathes  on,  and  at, 
the  hazard  of  his  own  life,  pushed  forward,  with  all  speed, 
to  his  assistance,  and  fortunately  reached  him  in  season 
to  rescue  him  from  a  watery  grave — as  the  lad  was  so 
far  exhausted  as  to  be  no  longer  able  to  sustain  himself 
above  water,  having  his  head  sunk  below  the  furface 
once,  or  twice,  before  Mr.  Barnes  seized  him.— -In  this  sit¬ 
uation  he  buoyed  him  up  until  a  boat  came  along,  and 
he  was  lifted  in  almost  spent.  To  this  I  was  not  only  a 
near  eye-witness,  but  Col.  May  and  many  others. 

As  instances  of  such  ready  and  efficient  humanity  do 
honour  to  our  nature,  so  they  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed, 
or  unrewarded.  The  benevolent  institution  of  which  you 
are  a  Trustee,  having,  among  other  objects,  been  princi¬ 
pally  established  to  patronize  and  encourage  exertions  for 
the  preservation  of  life— and  as  a  knowledge  of  this  no¬ 
ble  aCtion  and  its  reward,  may  excite  others  to  emulation  ; 
and  especially,  as  its  author  is  a  foreigner,  (a  Prussian  or 
Dane  as  I  understand)  it  may  not  only  have  a  happy  in¬ 
fluence  in  an  individual,  but  national  view  ;  I  could  not 
resist  the  pleasure  of  representing  the  case,  thro’  you,  to 
the  Humane  Society  ;  and  of  recommending  Mr.  Barnes 
to  their  notice  and  remuneration. 

Any  honorary,  or  pecuniary  premium,  which  the  soci¬ 
ety  may  think  proper  to  adjudge  him,  I  shall  be  happy 
in  communicating  to  him.  In  mean  time, 

I  am,  Rev’d.  Sir, 

very  respectfully, 

Your  obed’t.  serv’t. 
THOS.  FAYS  ON. 


A  Gold  Medal  iv as  voted  by  the  Trustees  and  also  their 
thanks  to  Mr.  John.  G.  Barnes  and  presented  to  him  by  R.evyd. 
Dr.  Parker. 


To  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Humane  Society  at  Boston* 

Portsmouth,  n.  h.  ioth  April,  18040 

Sir, 

The  following  narrative  is  designed  to  give  an  honor¬ 
able  testimony  to  the  humane,  bold,  and  hazardous  en¬ 
terprise  of  a  number  of  men  belonging  to  the  lower  part 
of  Kittery,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  who,  under  Provi¬ 
dence,  were  the  mean  of  saving  three  of  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  from  death. 

A  little  after  sunrise,  on  Monday,  the  thirty-first  of 
October,  1803,  a  sloop  laden  with  firewood  and  spars, 
from  Belfast  and  bound  to  Boston,  was  cast  upon  her 
beam  ends  in  a  violent  gale. 

This  misfortune  happened  at  the  distance  of  about  one 
mile  and  a  half,  in  a  southeastern  direction,  from  York 
harbor.  The  people  on  board,  consisting  of  four  men 
and  a  woman,  were  about  betaking  themselves  to  their 
boat,  as  the  most  probable  expedient  of  saving  their  lives, 
when  a  spar  fell  upon  her  and  disabled  her,  so  that  she 
was  instantly  filled  with  water,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight. 
Their  dernier  resort  was  the  landyards  and  shrouds  of  the 
wreck,  upon  which  they  were  all  so  fortunate  as  to  get. 
In  this  deplorable  situation  they  were  driven,  for  several 
hours,  in  a  line  nearly  parallel  with  the  shore,  the  wind 
being  at  northeast  by  north,  and  expected  every  moment 
to  be  their  last,  as  the  waves  repeatedly  broke  over  the 
wreck. 

Bray  Cox,  who  lives  at  the  westward  of  Brave  Boat 
harbor,  a  mile  or  more  from  the  water,  saw  the  sloop 
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from  his  house,  when  she  was  overset.  He  went  directly 
to  the  shore  where  he  discovered  people  on  the  wreck.  It 
was  impossible  to  go  from  that  place,  at  such  a  boister¬ 
ous  time,  in  any  craft,  to  their  relief.  Cox,  wishing  to  do 
all  in  his  power  to  save  these  poor  creatures,  walked  hast¬ 
ily  on  to  Kittery  point,  three  miles  and  a  half  from  his 
house,  the  way  he  -went,  in  order  to  find  a  vessel,  adequate 
to  the  purpose,  in  a  situation  more  favorable  for  embark¬ 
ing.  He  first  fell  in  with  a  number  of  men,  who  were  at 
work  in  the  new  school-house,  which  is  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  major  Thomas  D.  Cutts’  tavern,  the  antient 
mansion  of  the  late  Sir  William  Pepperell.  He  gave 
them  information  of  the  people  in  distress,  and  requested 
that  immediate  exertions  might  be  made  for  their  deliver¬ 
ance.  He  then,  passed  on  to  Cutts’  tavern,  where  he 
found  William  Seaward  and  others,  to  whom  he  made 
known  his  benevolent  object.  Seaward  was  the  owner  of 
one  half  and  master  of  the  fishing  schooner,  Favorite, 
which,  at  that  time,  happened  to  be  at  anchor  in  Pepper- 
ell’s  Cove. 

Here  it  should  be  observed  that  she  was  entirely  with¬ 
out  ballast,  and  therefore  far  from  being  in  a  suitable  con¬ 
dition  to  encounter  the  dangers  of  such  a  tempestuous  sea. 
Besides,  no  time  could  be  spared  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  other  owrner  for  adventuring  the  schooner.  What 
thou  doest  do  QincKLy  is  a  direction  of  infinite  impor¬ 
tance,  when  we  would  extend  the  arm  of  compassion  to  a 
fellow-creature,  just  ready  to  perish  with  the  buffettings  of 
the  wind  and  waves. 

Not  hesitating  on  account  of  the  blame,  which  might 
possibly  accrue  from  want  of  die  other  owner’s  permission, 
or  of  the  danger,  to  which  the  unballasted  vessel,  as  well 
as  their  lives,  might  be  exposed,  William  Seaward,  Bray 
Cox,  Benjamin  Mitchel,  Ambrose  Perkins,  Darius  Fris- 
hie;  Samuel  Wiliams,  and  Josiali  Williams  repaired  to 
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the  Favorite,  unmoored,  and  set  sail. 

In  the  meantime,  in  consequence  of  the  information 
and  the  request  at  the  schoolhouse,  Thomas  Phillips, 
Samuel  Hall,  David  Lewis,  James  Mitchel, '  Samuel 
Mitchel  Perkins,  and  Andrew  Tobey  went  to  Chauricy’s 
Creek,  took  a  whale-boat,  and  rowed  off  on  the  same 
generous  design,  without  then  knowing  whether  Cox  had 
succeeded  or  not  in  procuring  a  vessel  and  crew.  It  af- 
wards  appeared  that  the  schooner  and  boat  started  about 
the  same  time. 

The  boat  did  not  reach  the  unhappy  sufferers  probabhr 
under  an  hour,  as  she  was  obliged  to  stem  the  current  for 
a  considerable  part  of  the  distance.  The  schooner  passed 
in  sight  of  the  boat,  and  got  to  them  perhaps  in  one  half 
of  the  time  or  less.  As  soon  as  the  men  in  the  schooner 
had-  sailed  so  far  as  to  discover  the  people  on  the  wreck, 
they  hoisted  their  colors  in  order  to  excite  and  cherish 
hope  in  these  obje&s  of  pity,  and  as  a  signal  to  the  boat’s 
crew  to  press  on. 

The  schooner  got  up  with  the  wreck  at  the  distance  of 
about  three  miles,  from  where  she  weighed  anchor  and  in 
a  southeast  by  east  course  from  the  rock,  called  west  of 
the  sisters.  She  sailed  round  the  wreck  and  so  near  to 
it,  as  to  speak  to  the  distressed  people  and  inform  them 
that  a  whaleboat  was  coming  to  aid  and  give  them  relief. 

It  would  have  been  a  thing  almost  impossible  for  the 
schooner’s  boat  to  have  lived  in  such  a  sea,  if  she  had 
been  hoisted  out  to  take  the  people  from  the  wreck.  On 
the  other  hand,  without  the  company  and  expeffed  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  schooner,  the  boat’s  crew  would  have  been 
discouraged,  in  all  probability,  and  would  have  returned 
without  effedling  the  desired  objeff. 

When  the  whaleboat  came  up,  she  wont  round  the 
wreck  in  order  to  ascertain  the  most  favorable  place  for 
an  approach.  At  length,  watching  the  best  opportunity 
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she  made  her  advance  so  that  the  captain,  John  Lymbm% 
ner,  stepped  out  upon  the  rigging  and  was  taken  on  board. 

After  three  considerable  swells,  in  time  of  a  gale,  it  is 
observed  that  there  usually  follows,  for  a  short  space,  a 
comparatively  smooth  sea. 

The  boat,  having  availed  herself  of  such  a  sea  to  take 
off  Lymburner,  drew  back,  for  ten  or  twelve  minutes, 
waiting  for  a  like  advantageous  chance,  and  rowed  up  a 
second  time.  Nathaniel  Coval,  attempting  to  go  out,  as 
the  captain  had  done,  fell,  and  was  entangled  in  the  rig¬ 
ging  ;  but  saved  himself  by  seizing  hold  of  it.  Thomas 
Phillips  reached  forward  and  took  him  by  the  collar  ; 
Coval,  not  being  sensible  of  what  Phillips  was  doing, 
clung  so  firmly,  that,  in  the  endeavour  to  haul  him  in, 
the  boat  was  forced  under  the  rigging  to  the  most  immi- 
nent  danger  of  the  crew.  In  the  tossings  of  the  sea  the 
mast  and  rigging  were  continually  switched  up  and  down, 
with  violence,  so  that,  the  boat  being  in  this  critical  situ¬ 
ation,  there  was  the  utmost  hazard.  While  in  this  extreme 
jeopardy,  there  were  three  seas;  but  as  kind  Providence 
ordered,  the  agitation  was  not  sufficient  to  sink  the  boat, 
although  her  gunwale  was  almost  immersed.  By  a  vig¬ 
orous  and  well  timed  exeretion  of  Phillips  the  stem  of  the 
boat  was  cleared  of  the  rigging.  Almost  at  the  same  in¬ 
stant,  there  came  a  tremendous  sea,  which,  if  the  boat 
had  not  been  extricated,  at  that  fortunate  juncture,  would 
no  doubt,  have  completely  buried  it  under  water,  and  so 
these  brave  adventurers  must,  without  the  hope  of  escape, 
have  perished  in  their  generous  labor  of  love. 

Having  rescued  Lymburner  and  Coval  from  the  jaws 
of  death,  they  were  generally  determined  not  to  return  to 
the  wreck,  as  they  had  so  narrowly  escaped  with  their 
own  lives.  They  repaired  to  the  schooner  and  all,  ex¬ 
cept  Phillips,  left  the  boat.  Such,  however,  was  the  pit¬ 
iable  situation  of  the  remaining  sufferers,  that  Samuel 
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Hall  get  into  the  boat  again  and  with  him  Bray  Co*, 
Benjamin  Mitchel,  and  Ambrose  Perkins,  who  shaped 
their  course  to  the  wreck.  Having  prudently  taken  a 
rope  from  the  vessel,  they  went  so  as  to  throw  it  within 
the  reach  of  the  sufferers.  James  Clarke,  a  young  man, 
who  was  so  kind  as  to  hold  the  woman  in  his  arms,  seized 
the  rope  $  but,  while  he  held  on  with  one  hand,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  tie  it  about  her  waist  with  the  other,  a  sea 
forced  her  from  him  and  she  pitched  down  through  the 
shrowds.  He  however  caught  her  by  her  gown  and  pre¬ 
vented  her  from  being  swept  away,  till  one  or  two  seas 
had  passed  over,  when,  by  direction  of  Phillips,  he  let  her 
go  and  she  was  taken  into  the  boat  by  the  help  of  a  gaff 
hooked  into  her  clothes ;  but,  having  been  so  long  expos¬ 
ed  to  the  wet  and  cold,  and  having  been  greatly  bruised 
while  hanging  on  the  shrouds,  she  soon  expired. 

At  the  moment,  they  took  the  woman  into  the  boat,  a 
sea  came,  which  carried  her  husband,  Mr.  Hill,  from  the 
wreck,  and  he  was  never  seen  again. 

Clarke  saw  the  necessity  of  getting  out,  as  far  as  possi¬ 
ble,  on  the  shrouds,  in  order  that  the  boat  might  take  him 
in.  When  about  midway,  he  was  stretched  at  full  length 
by  the  violence  of  a  sea  ;  but,  seizing  the  rigging,  kept 
his  hold  while  the  men  ventured  up  with  their  boat,  and 
hooked  a  gaff  into  his  jacket  and  so  he  was  gotten  safely 
on  board. 

Having  entered  the  schooner,  the  people  used  what 
means  in  their  power  for  the  resuscitation  of  Mrs.  Hill,  but 
all  was  in  vain. 

The  men,  particularly  Coval  and  Clarke,  were  much 
exhausted  and  almost  helpless.  The  people  undressed 
them  and  covered  them  up  warm  in  their  cabins.  They 
immediately  fell  asleep,  and,  when  they  awoke,  they  could 
scarcely  be  made  to  realize  that  they  were  not  still  on  the 
wreck. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  gratitude  of  these  three  mew 
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when  thy  found  themselves  liberated  from  impending  ru» 
in,  unless  it  were  that  of  those  of  their  deliverers,  who 
had  escaped  from  danger  not  inferior  to  being  on  the 
wreck,  and  who  had  been  the  happy  instrument,  through 
divine  mercy,  of  affording  help  more  generous,  than  that 
of  the  good  Samaritan. 

These  bold  and  benevolent  adventurers,  having  succeed¬ 
ed  almost  to  a  miracle  in  taking  these  people  from  the 
wreck,  endeavored  to  regain  Pepperell’s  Cove  ;  but  the 
wind  and  tide  were  against  them.  They  then  bore  away 
for  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  under  a  two  reefed  foresail,  and 
entered  Haley’s  Dock,  about  three  in  the  afternoon. 
They  were  therefore  on  the  water  about  six  hours,  and 
the  unfortunate  people  were  on  the  wreck  about  the  same 
length  of  time.  If  it  had  been  half  ebb,  they  could  not 
have  gone  into  the  abovementioned  dock  ;  but  must  have 
been  under  the  necessity  of  riding  at  anchor  in  the  road, 
so  called,  where  their  situation  would  have  been  very  dis¬ 
agreeable  in  such  a  blow. 

They  found  a  kind  reception  in  the  house  of  the  aged 
Samuel  Haley.  The  corpse  was  committed  to  the  care 
of  Mrs.  Haley,  who  laid  it  out  in  decent  order.  Some  of 
the  humane  adventurers  made  a  coffin  for  the  remains  of 
the  unfortunate  woman. 

They  tarried  at  the  Shoals  till  Tuesday,  about  sunset, 
when  the  wind  had  abated.  In  course  of  the  night  they 
made  their  passage  to  the  Cove.  In  the  morning  of  Wed¬ 
nesday  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Hill  were  carried  to  major 
Cutt’s  tavern,  where,  in  the  afternoon,  a  numerous  con¬ 
course  of  people  assembled  and  usual  funeral  solemnities 
were  performed.  The  three  men  saved  from  the  wreck, 
first,  and  their  deliverers,  next,  walked  as  mourners  on 
the  melancholy  occasion. 

The  people  of  Kitterypoint,  among  whom  the  courage¬ 
ous  adventurers  were  not  the  least  forward,  made  a  collec- 
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tion  of  money  for  the  surviving  sufferers,  sufficient  to 
defray  their  expenses  home,  and  also  supplied  them  with 
such  garments  as  in  consequence  of  their  misfortune  they 
needed. 

It  is  important  to  mention  the  following  circumstance 
before  I  conclude. 

A  certain  man  with  a  vessel  from  Belfast  came  up  with 
the  wreck,  just  at  the  time  when  the  schooner  and  whale-* 
boat  were  leaving  Kitterypoint,  and  so  near,  that  Lym- 
burner  knew  his  neighbor  and  called  him  by  name.  This 
neighbor  lowered  his  sails  and  put  about  as  if  desirous  of 
affording  relief ;  but  without  speaking  so  much  as  one 
word  to  the  distressed  people,  passed  on  direffly  to  Piscat- 
aqua  harbor  !  He  afterwards  said  that,  he  was  so  affect¬ 
ed  at  their  situation,  he  could  not  speak  to  them,  and  he 
thought  it  totally  unsafe  to  attempt  their  deliverance. 

Conceive,  Sir,  of  their  feelings,  when  a  neighbor  could 
pass  them  in  such  a  manner,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  reason,  and  what  must  have  been  their  sensations  at 
the  sight  of  strangers,  with  so  much  risque  of  their  own 
lives,  extending  the  arms  of  compassion  ? 

I  am,  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  esteem  for  the  sons  of  hu¬ 
manity,  yours  respe&fully, 

TIMOTHY  ALDEN,  Jun. 

The  Trustees  have  presented  Bray  Cox  Ten  Dollars ,  and 
each  of  the  other  Persons  jive  Dollars  for  their  exertions  in  the 
above  Case. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Stoughton ,  in  the  coun - 

ty  of  Norfolk ,  to  his  friend  in  this  town.)  dated  June  6,  1804. 

“  On  Monday  last,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and 
twelve,  A.  M.  we  experienced  a  small  shower,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  considerable  thunder  and  lightning.  Previous 
to  the  shower,  when  the  clouds  had  not  much  collected, 
and  the  thunder  rolled  only  at  a  distance,  we  were  alarm¬ 
ed  with  a  sudden  and  tremendous  peal,  which  seemsd  to 
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burst  upon  the  house  over  our  heads.  Most  of  the  fami¬ 
ly  were  extremely  agitated,  and  my  little  daughter  was 
fainting.  After  attending  to  her  a  few  minutes,  I  went 
out,  expecting  to  discover  some  effe&s  of  the  lightning. 
I  examined  the  house  and  out  buildings,  but  made  no 
discovery.  Soon,  however,  I  cast  my  eye  towards  the 
little  thicket  of  houses  near  the  meeting-house,  where  I 
observed  a  colle&ion  of  people,  in  apparent  commotion. — 
Apprehensive  that  some  person  might  be  injured,  but  un¬ 
willing  to  leave  home,  on  account  of  the  situation  of  some 
of  the  family,  I  sent  a  boy  to  make  inquiry.  He  return¬ 
ed  with  the  information  that  Mr.  Lewis  Johnson  was  struck 
with  lightning,  and  supposed  to  be  dead.  I  immediately 
ran  to  the  place  where  he  was  (the  distance  being  between 
forty  and  fifty  rods,)  on  my  arrival  was  told,  that  he  was 
dead.  1  found  that  they  had  -a&ually  closed  his  eyes, 
and,  as  usual,  were  preparing  to  put  on  a  bandage  to  fup- 
port  his  jaw,  which  had  fallen.  They  had  sent  for  Dr. 
Adams ;  but  he  had  not  arrived.  Recolleding  to  have 
seen  an  account  of  the  efficacy  of  cold  water,  when  appli¬ 
ed  to  persons  apparently  killed  with  lightning,  1  caused 
a  similar  application  to  be -made;  which  succeeded  be¬ 
yond  my  most  sanguine  expe&ations.  A  bucket  of  wa¬ 
ter  was  thrown  upon  him— -it  was  repeated— he  soon  ex¬ 
hibited  signs  of  life  and  began  to  gasp.  At  this  moment 
the  Doctor  arrived  and  opened  a  vein  in  his  arm.  The 
application  of  cold  water  was  still  continued,  and  not  less 
than  six  buckets  were  poured  upon  him.  Symptoms  of 
returning  life  increased.  In  about  half  an  hour  he  spoke ; 
and  in  an  hour  walked,  with  assistance,  into  the  house. 
Complaining  of  extreme  chilness,  he  was  wrapped  in  flan¬ 
nel,  and  laid  on  a  bed.  From  the  moment  of  his  resus¬ 
citation  he  was  exercised  with  violent  pains  in  the  breast, 
back  and  limbs,  and  particularly  in  his  joints.  These 
pains  continued,  without  intermission,  during  the  day  and 
following  night.  But  being  again  bled,  and  taking  cool- 
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mg  physic,  the  pains,  on  Tuesday  morning,  began  to  abate* 
and  have  since  continued  gradually  to  decrease.  He  is 
now  in  a  state  of  convalescence,  though  extremely  feeble, 
and  not  intirely  free  from  pain.  The  hair  on  the  back 
part  of  his  head  was  considerably  singed,  his  skin  in  sev¬ 
eral  places  burnt,  the  shoe  of  his  left  foot  rent  in  pieces  ; 
but  his  clothes  received  no  injury. 

From  the  fad  above  stated  it  appears,  that  the  copi¬ 
ous  application  of  cold  water  was  the  means,  in  the  hand 
of  Divine  Providence,  of  rescuing  Mr.  Johnson  from  a 
premature  grave,  restoring  to  his  family  their  head  and 
support,  and  to  society  a  useful  member. 

A  Committee  of  the  Trustees  was  appointed,  May  3d* 
1802,  to  make  out  a  schedule  of  the  Huts  that  have  been 
ereded  by  the  Society  for  the  preservation  of  shipwreck¬ 
ed  seamen,  their  situation,  and  the  expenses  that  have  at¬ 
tended  ;  which  Committee  made  a  Report,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  abstrad,  and  ordered  by  the  Trustees 
to  be  published. 

Huts  erected  by  the  Humane  Society. 

D.  H 

1787.  One  on  Scituate  Beach,  tf/40 

Janu-  One  on  the  outer  Beach  ofNantasket,  y  dots.  1 20 
ary.  One  on  vrest  end  of  Lovell’s  Island,  j  each. 


1789.  One  on  Calf’s  Island,  T 

Dec.  One  east  end  of  Lovell’s  Island,  i  95 

One  on  other  end  of  Nantasket  Beach?  j 

1792.  One  on  Stout’s  Creek  on  Cape  Cod,  42  50 

1793.  One  on  Brush  Island,  Cohasset, 

1794.  Two  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  72 

1799.  One  on  Pettick’s  Island,  50 


379  50 

1802.  The  Repairs  on  said  Huts,  and  supply¬ 
ing  them  with  necessary  articles,  has 
cost  theSociety  to  the  present  time.  191  94 
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The  Trustees  of  the  Humane  Society,  having,  in  their 
private  capacity,  been  informed  of  several  instances  of 
persons,  who  had  incurred  apparent  death  by  drowning  or 
otherwise,  and  been  fortunately  recovered  by  the  means  re¬ 
commended  by  the  Society,  and  no  communication  made 
thereof;  and  convinced  that  pubishing  the  circumstances  of 
such  incidents  would  be  attended  -with  beneficial  effects, 
hereby  request  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  and 
particularly  the  gentlemen  in  the  medical  line,  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  all  the  instances 
that  have,  or  shall  come  to  their  knowledge,  of  reanima¬ 
tion,  and  the  means  whereby  those  happy  events  are  ac¬ 
complished,  with  such  other  particulars  of  the  time  respi¬ 
ration  was  suspended,  &c.  as  they  shall  think  of  import¬ 
ance  to  notice  :  As  it  is  by  comparing  the  succes  of  dif¬ 
ferent  means  and  operations,  that  this  important  art  can 
be  brought  to  perfeflion.  The  Trustees  are  also  desirous 
of  extending  the  rewards  promised  by  the  Society  for  sig¬ 
nal  exertions  throughout  the  commonwealth,  and  for  this 
reason  they  request  information  of  all  the  attempts  of  re¬ 
animation,  even  if  they  prove  unsuccessful. 

N.  B.  The  Trustees  request  the  same  favour  from  the 
citizens  of  the  neighbouring  states. 

An  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  said  "Trustees , 

JOHN  AVERY,  Rec’g.  Sec'iy. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Humane  Society ,  June  i  lih,  1799. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Humane  Society,  having  had  fre¬ 
quent  applications  for  reward  in  cases,  for  which  the 
Constitution  of  said  Society  does  not  authorize  their  gran¬ 
ting  a  Premium, wish  their  fellow-citizens  to  be  informed, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  fruitless  applications,  that  the  ser¬ 
vices  for  which  said  Society  holds  out  a  reward  are, 

First.  That  when  any  accident  shall  happen,  produc¬ 
ing  apparent  death,  the  person,  who  shall  first  discover 
and  endeavour  to  recover  the  subject  shall  be  entitled  to 
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a  reward  :  but  in  no  case  are  the  Trustees  allowed  to  ex¬ 
ceed  ten  dollars. 

Secondly.  The  person  who  shall  receive  into  his  or 
her  house,  the  body  of  one  apparently  dead,  with  a  view 
that  means  may  be  used  for  its  recovery,  is  also  entitled 
to  such  a  compensation  as  the  Trustees  shall  judge  ade¬ 
quate. 

Thirdly.  That  any  person  who  shall,  by  any  signal 
exertion,  save  another  from  death,  is  entitled  to  a  reward 
in  proportion  to  the  risque  and  danger  incurred. 

By  a  signal  exertion  the  Trustees  conceive  must  be  un¬ 
derstood  something  more  than  barely  reaching  out  the 
hand,  or  throwing  a  rope  from  a  wharf,  or  a  boat,  or  even 
wading  into  the  water  to  half  a  man’s  depth,  and  rescu¬ 
ing  a  man  from  drowning ;  for  the  principles  of  common 
humanity  and  sympathy  are  sufficient  motives  for  such 
exertions  ;  but  it  must  include  the  endangering  his  own 
life,  or  incurring  some  damage,  by  impairing  the  health, 
or  injuring  his  apparel  or  other  property.  In  any  or  all 
these  cases  the  Trustees  are  ready  to  grant  adequate  re¬ 
ward,  when  properly  authenticated,  but  do  not  think 
themselves  warranted  by  the  regulations  of  the  Society  to 
bestow  them  in  other  cases. 

An  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  said  Society , 

JOHN  AVERY,  Rec’g.  Sec’ry. 

'Premiums  adjudged  by  the  Trustees  from  June  1803  to  ffnne 

1804. 

To  Henry  Bragdon  for  saving  the  life  of  Mr.  Elatch,  d.  c» 
who  fell  from  a  small  float  in  York  River  8 
George  Bennett  for  saving  the  life  of  a  Boy  who 
fell  from  S wet’s  Wharf,  -  1 

Nathl.  Davis  for  saving  the  life  of  Hugh  Ram¬ 
say  in  Mystic  River,  -  10 

Alexander  Campbell  for  saving  a  Child,  -  5 

John  Doyle  for  saving  the  life  of  John  Hay  who 
fell  from  a  Raft  near  Chelsea  Bridge, 


5 


(  46  ) 

Andrew  Hadley  and  Dav id  Austin  for  saving 
the  life  of  James  Valentine  2  dollrs.  50  cents  3.  C, 
each,  -  -  -  -  5  . 

George  Greenough  for  saving  a  Child  who  fell 
from  Hooton’s  Wharf,  5 

Jacob  Styles  for  saving  a  Child  of  Mr.  John 
Smith’s  who  fell  from  May’s  Wharf,  -  5 

Isaac  Tailleurs  for  saving  a  Child  at  Hancock’s 
Wharf,  "  »  -  -  »  2 

Griffin  Barney  for  his  signal  exertions  in  saving 
the  life  of  a  Child  of  Mr.  Noreross,  who  was 
lying  at  the  bottom  near  Jeffery  and  Russell’s 
Rope  Walk,  a  Medal ,  -  89 4 

John  Barns  for  saving  the  life  of  Ephraim  Da¬ 
vis,  a  Medal ,  -  -  -  -  9  §9 

Ephraim  Hoskins  for  saving  the  life  of  a  Son  of 
Mrs.  Farmer  at  Plymouth,  -  -  10 

Isaac  B.  Rich  and  Joshua  Smith  for  saving  the 
life  of  a  man  who  fell  into  the  dock  near 
Bray’s  Wharf,  -  12 

Robert  Hudgin  for  saving  the  life  of  a  man 
who  fell  from  Long  Wharf,  -  ^ 

Moses  Wadsworth  for  attempting  to  save  the  life 
of  James  Jackson,  who  fell  through  the  ice  in 
a  Pond  at  Med  held,  -  -  -  -  10 

Peter  Long,  Jacob  Long  and  Samuel  Bailey 
for  taking  a  newborn  mulatto  Child  out  of  the 
water,  ------  ^ 

Paul  Davis  for  saving  the  life  of  Jonas  Twist, 
who  fell  through  the  ice  near  Prison  Point,  1  o 
‘William  Brinton  for  saving  the  life  of  Thomas 
Hanson  who  fell  from  a  vessel  off’  the  Long- 
Wharf,  -  5 

Elisha  Abbot  for  saving  two  Children  who  fell 
from  a  Wharf  near  Charlestown  Bridge,  xo 
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Oliver  Jordan  for  saving  the  Life  of  Wm.  c« 
Cromby  who  fell  from  Snows  Wharf  -  5 

Bray  Cox,  10  dolls,  and  the  other  persons 
mentioned  in  Rev.  Mr.  Alden’s  Narrative  5 
dollars  each,  70 

2°5  83 

Donation  Received* 

A  Legacy  devised  in  the  Will  of  John  Bulk- 
ley,  Esq.  of  Lisbon  deceased,  received  by  the 
hands  of  James  Lloyd,  junr.  Esq.  444  44 

State  of  the  Treasurers  Accounts  for  year  past. 
Expenses  of  Semianual  Meeting,  -  -  1©  10 

Printing  Rev’d.  Mr.  Gardner’s  Discourse,  &c.  49 
Stock  purchased,  -  1393  4$ 

Premiums  adjudged,  -  -  -  130  83 

Messinger  of  Society,  -  30 

Balance  in  Treasurers  hands,  -  -  151  21 

1764  62 

By  Balance  in  Treasurers  hands  at  last  audit.  12 1  23 
By  Legacy  of  John  Bulkley,  Esq.  -  444  44 

By  Int.  on  funded  Stock  and  2  pr.  cent  prim 

6  per  cent.  -  200  64' 

By  Int.  and  20  per  cent  prin.  State  Notes,  605  3S 
By  Dividend  at  Union  Bank,  -  -  114  12 

By  Do.  on  2  Shares  West  B.  Bridge,  -  34  5© 

By  Subscriptions,  -  244  33 

1764  64 

Property  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer  belonging  to  the  Society. 


United  States  6  per  cent  Stock,  1442  17 

deduct  principal  paid,  201  90  1240  27 

Ditto.  3  per  cent,  -  708  83 

Ditto.  8  per  cent,  do.  -  -  800 

Mass.  State  Notes,  -  -  2920  86 

Union  Bank  Stock,  -  -  1268  86 

2  Shares  West-Boston  Bridge,  cost  417  17 
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We  the  Subscribers,  appointed  a  Committee  by  the  Hu* 
mane  Society  of  Mass,  at  their  meeting  in  Decemr.  1803 
to  examine  the  Acco’ts  of  Rev.  Dr.  Parker,  Treasurer  of 
said  Society,  find  all  the  Articles  in  the  above  account 
vouched,  the  same  right  cast,  and  a  balance  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  fifty  one  dollars  twenty-one  cents,  in  the  Treasurers 
hands  due  to  the  society  and  the  evidence  of  the  proper¬ 
ty  before  enumerated.  WILLIAM  TUDOR,  lr 

RUSSELL  STURGIS,  [  f 
JNO.  HANCOCK,  J  €e 

At  the  semiannual  meeting  of  the  Humane  Society ,  fane  1 2,  1 804 
Voted  that  the  above  Report  he  accepted. 

State  of  Malden  Bridge  Fund,  z>.  c. 

To  318  27  deferred  Stock  purchased,  210  11 

To  5  per  cent  Stock,  do.  -  -  75  64 

To  4  Assessments  laid  by  Proprietors  of  Mal¬ 
den  Bridge  to  build  one  half  Chelsea  Bridge,  220 


By  6,  3  and  5  per  cent  Stock,  Union  Shares 
and  Cash  receiv’d  of  former  Treasurer  a- 
mounting  to  £ 5 1  32,  - 

By  Dividends  on  Malden  Bridge,  Int.  of 
Stock,  Sec.  Sec.  - 
By  Balance  due  to  the  Treasurer, 


5°5  IS 


170  51 


214 

21 


4 

20 


S°S  75 

Belonging  to  said  Fund 

Deferred  6  per  cent  Stock  of  United  States,  334  58 
1  Share  Malden  Bridge  cost  Mr,  Russell  the 

donor  -  140 

10  Shares  Chelsea  Bridge,  -  -  220 

fune  9,  1804,  The  Subscribers  as  a  Committee  of  the  Humane 
Society  certify  that  the  above  Acco't.  is  well  vouched  and 
right  cast ,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to  the  Treasurer 
of  twenty-one  dollars  twenty  cents. 

Wm.  TUDOR, 

RUSSELL  STURGIS,  ^  Committee, 
JNO.  HANCOCK, 
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Officers  of  the  Humans  Society ,  chosen  Dec.  1803, 

John  Warren,  M.  D.  President, 

Rev.  Simeon  Howard,  D.  D.  1st  Vice  President, 

Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D.  2d  Vice  President, 

*  Rev.  Samuel  Parker,  D.  D.  Treasurer, 

Aaron  Dexter,  M.  D.  Corresponding  Secretary, 

John  Avery,  Esq.  Recording  Secretary. 

1 Trustees . 

Nathaniel  Balch,  Esq. 

Jeremiah  Allen,  Esq. 

William  Spooner,  M.  D. 

Samuel  Parkman,  Esq. 

James  Scott,  Esq. 

Edward  Gray,  Esq, 

Catalogue  of  the  Members  of  the  Humane  Society. 
Names  and  Places  of  abode . 

Excellency  Jo  hn  Adams,  Esq,,  late  President  of  the 
United  States ,  Quincy* 

Jeremiah  Allen,  Esq. 

Mr.  William  Allen,  f 
Mr.  Thomas  Amory, 

Mr.  Thomas  C.  Amory, 

Mr.  Jonathan  Amory,  jun. 

John  Andrews,  Esq. 

Mr.  James  Andrews, 

Mr.  John  Trecothick  Apthorp, 

John  Avery,  Esq. 

Jonathan  L.  Austin,  Esq. 

Adam  Babcock,  Esq. 

Nathaniel  Balch,  Esq. 

Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq.  Woburn . 

Mr.  Luke  Baldwin,  Brookfeldf 

Rev.  Dr.  Parker  having  resigned  the  office  of  'Treasurer 
Edward  Qray}  Esq.  is  appointed  Treasurer  pro  tema 
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Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  D.  D. 

Mr,  John  Ballard, 

Rev.  Thomas  Barnard,  D.  D.  Salem • 
Mr.  John  Barrett,  Quincy, 

Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  Charlestown , 

Mr.  George  Bartlett,  Charlestown , 

Dr.  Thomas  Bartlett, 

Dr.  Zaccheus  Bartlett,  Plymouth , 

Mr.  Shubael  Bell, 

Mr.  Asahel  Biglow, 

Mr.  Edward  Blake, 

Mr.  George  Blanchard, 

Samuel  Blodget,  Esq.  Haverhill , 

Mr.  William  Boardman,  jun. 

Mr,  Nathan  Bond, 

Mr.  Kirk  Boot, 

Hon.  James  Bowdoin,  Esq. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Bowman,  Esq.  Dresden , 
John  Boyle,  Esq. 

Ward  Nicholas  Boylston,  Esq.  Roxhury, 
Mr.  John  Bray,  * 

Samuel  Breck,  Esq.  Philadelphia ,  3.  33, 
Mr.  William  Breed, 

Mr.  Thomas  Brewer, 

Mr.  John  Brewer,  No,  4.  Passamaquody , 
Mr.  Oliver  Brewster, 

Hon.  E.  Bridge,  Esq.  Chelmsford \ 
Martin  Brimmer,  Esq.  Roxlury , 

Mr.  Andrew  Brimmer, 

Henry  Bromfield,  Esq.  Harvard . 

Mr.  William  Brown, 

Dr.  Samuel  Brown, 

Mrs.  Caroline  Bidden,  Medfeld „ 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Bumstead,  jun, 

Mr.  Josiah  Bumstead, 

Rev.  Jonathan  Burr,  Sandwich , 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bussey, 
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Hon,  George  Cabot,  Esq. 

Mr.  William  Cabot,  Concord \ 

Mr.  Joseph  Callender,  jun. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Callender, 

Samuel  Cary,  Esq.  Chelsea , 

Mr.  Edward  Cazneau, 

Mr.  Gardner  L.  Chandler, 

Benjamin  Clarke,  Esq. 

Mr.  William  Cleland, 

Mr.  Joseph  Coolidge, 

Hon.  Feleg  Coffin,  Esq. 

Samuel  Cooper,  Esq. 

Mr.  Allen  Crocker, 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Curtis, 

Mr.  Thomas  Curtis, 

Hon.  William  Cushing,  Esq.  Scituate ,  2. 
Hon.  Nathan  Cushing,  Esq.  Scituate, 

Rev.  John  Cushing,  Ashlurnham , 

Mr.  John  Cushing, 

Benjamin  Clarke  Cutler,  Esq.  Roxhury , 

Hon.  Francis  Dana,  Esq.  Cambridge,  3.  33* 
Samuel  Dana,  Esq.  Groton , 

Mr.  John  Dabney,  Salem , 

Mr.  William  Dali, 

Mr.  Peter  Roe  Dalton, 

Dr.  Thomas  Danforth, 

Mr.  Isaac  Davenport, 

Amasa  Davis,  Esq. 

Hon.  Thomas  Davis,  Esq. 

Hon.  John  Davis,  Esq. 

Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  Plymouth , 

Mr.  William  Davis,  Plymouth , 

Mr.  Joshua  Davis,  jun. 

Hon.  Thomas  Dawes,  Esq. 

Hon.  Thomas  Dawes,  jun.  Esq. 
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Thomas  Dennie,  Esq. 

Elias  H.  Derby,  Esq.  Salem f 
Richard  Devens,  Esq.  Charlestown , 

Hon.  Sam.  Dexter,  Esq.  Mendon ,  2.  25. 
Aaron  Dexter,  M.  D. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dickason,  London , 

Rev.  Timothy  Dickenson,  Holliston , 
Isaiah  Doane,  Esq. 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Dorr, 

Samuel  Dunn,  Esq. 

Rev.  Joseph  Eckley,  D.  D. 

Samuel  Elliot,  Esq. 

Justin  Ely,  Esq.  West-S pringfield) 

Rev.  William  Emerson, 

Mr.  Richard  Faxon, 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Fellows, 

John  Fleet,  M.  D. 

Mr.  Thomas  Fleet, 

Dwight  Foster,  Esq.  Brookfield , 

Hon.  Samuel  Fowler,  Esq.  Westfield , 
Rev.  James  Freeman, 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Freeman,  Sandwich , 

Mr.  Caleb  Gannet,  Cambridge , 

Rev.  John  Sylvester  John  Gardiner, 

Mr.  Will  aid  Gray,  Dedham , 

Hen.  Elbridge  Gerry  Esq.  Cambridge , 
Mr.  Benjamin  Goddard, 

Nathan  Goodale,  Esq. 

Nathaniel  Goodwin,  Esq.  Plymouth , 
Capt.  Ozias  Goodwin, 

Mr.  Samuel  Gore, 

Stephen  Gorham,  Esq, 

Mr.  Moses  Grant, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Gray, 
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Edward  Gray,  Esq. 

Capt.  John  Gray,  3.  33, 

Mr.  Richard  Green, 

Francis  Greene,  Esq.  Medford, 

Mr.  Gardner  Greene,  4. 

Joseph  Greenleaf,  Esq. 

Daniel  Greenleaf,  Esq.  Quincy, 

David  S.  Greenough,  Esq.  Roxbury , 
Rev.  William  Greenough,  Newton , 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Flail,  Chelsea , 

Joseph  Hall,  Esq. 

Hon.  William  Flammet,  Esq.  Nantucket , 
Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hancock, 

Mr.  John  Hancock, 

Mr.  Moses  Bullen  Harden,  Medfeld, 
Rev.  Thadeus  M.  Harris,  Dorchester , 
Mr.  James  Harrison,  Charlestown , 

Mr.  Moses  M.  Flayes, 

Dr.  Lemuel  Hayward, 

Dr.  Nathan  Hayward,  Plymouth , 

Mr.  Barnabas  Hedge,  Plymouth , 

Hon.  Sam.  Henshaw,  Esq.  Northampton , 
Stephen  Higginson,  Esq. 

Henry  Hill,  Esq. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Hichborn,  Esq. 

Hon.  Samuel  Flolten,  Esq.  Danvers, 
Rev.  Simeon  Floward,  D.  D. 

Maj.  Samuel  Howard,  Augusta , 

E)r.  John  Clarke  Floward, 

Mr.  Joseph  Howe, 

Mr.  Jonathan  Flunnewell, 

Hon.  E,  Hunt,  Esq.  Northampton , 

Mr.  Samuel  Hunt, 

Mr.  Henry  Hunter, 

Mr.  Joseph  Hurd,  Charlestown , 
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Dr.  Isaac  Hurd,  Concord , 

Mr  .Zacheus  Hussey,  Nantucket , 

Jonathan  Jackson,  Esq. 

Henry  Jackson,  Esq. 

Mr.  John  Jackson,  Charlestown , 

Edward  Jackson,  Esq. 

Mr.  Samuel  Janes, 

Patrick  Jeffrey,  Esq.  io.  Milton 9 
Mr.  John  Jenks,  Salem , 

Mr.  Joseph  W.  Jenkins, 

Hon.  John  Coffin  Jones,  Esq. 

Mr.  Thomas  K.  Jones, 

Dr.  John  Joy, 

Mr.  Benjamin  Joy, 

Rev.  John  Thornton  Kirkland, 

Mr.  Josiah  Knapp, 

Mrs.  Susanna  Kneeland, 

Mr.  Jacob  Kuhn, 

Mr.  John  Kuhn, 

Mr.  William  Lambert,  Roxlury , 

Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D. 

Mr.  Caleb  Leach,  Plymouth , 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Lewis, 

Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.  Hingham $ 
Janies  Lloyd,  M.  D. 

James  Lloyd,  jun.  Esq. 

Mr.  Caleb  Loring, 

Isaac  Lothrop,  Esq.  Plymouth , 

Mr.  Joseph  Lovering, 

John  Lucas,  Esq.  Brookline , 

Capt.  Mungo  Mackay, 

Rev.  Joseph  Me  Kean,  Milton , 

Mr.  Edward  Me  Lane, 
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Mr.  John  McLean 
Mr.  John  Marston, 

Jonathan  Mason,  Esq. 

Hon.  Eben.  Mattoon,  Amherst , 

Col.  John  May, 

Col.  Joseph  May, 

Rev.  John  Mellen,  Cambridge , 

Capt.  Daniel  Messinger, 

Mr.  Charles  Miller,  jun. 

Mr.  James  Morril, 

Rev.  Jedediah  Morse,  D.  D.  C harks  tow 
Rev.  John  Murray, 

Mr.  John  Nicholson,  Medjield, 

Dr.  Cushing  Otis,  Satuate, 

Mr.  John  Osborne, 

Hon.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq. 

Mr.  William  Paine, 

Hon.  Nathaniel  Paine,  Esq.  Worcester , 
Rev.  Samuel  Parker,  D.  D. 

Mr.  John  Parker, 

Samuel  Parkman,  Esq. 

Mr.  Eliphalet  Pearson,  Cambridge. , 

Mr.  John  Peck,  Newtown, 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Pemberton,  Billerica 3 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Perkins, 

Thomas  Perkins,  Esq. 

Charles  Phelps,  Esq.  Hadley , 

William  Phillips,  Esq. 

Hon.  John  Phillips,  Esq.  Andover , 

Mr.  Joshua  Pico, 

Mr.  Isaac  Pierce, 

Mr.  Joseph  Pierce, 

Rev.  John  Pipon,  Taunton , 

Mr.  Joseph  Pope, 

William  Powell,  Esq. 
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Mr.  William  Pratt,  , 

Mr.  Ebenezer  Prebble, 

Rev.  Thomas  Prentiss,  Medfield, 

Capt.  James  Prince, 

Edward  Prosflor,  Esq. 

Col.  Paul  Revere, 

Chandler  Robbins,  Esq.  Hollow  ell y 
Mrs.  Hannah  Rowe-,  5  dollars. 

Mr.  John  M.  Russell, 

Mr.  Daniel  Russell, 

Major  Benjamin  Russell, 

His  Excellency  Caleb  Strong,  Esq. 

Mr.  Francis  Sales, 

Mr.  Samuel  Salisbury, 

Daniel  Sargeant,  Esq. 

Mr.  Daniel  Sargeant,  jun. 

William  Scollay,  Esq. 

James  Scott,  Esq. 

Dr.  Charles  L.  Segars,  Northampton , 
Hon.  William  Sever,  Esq.  Kingston , 
Hon.  David  Sewall,  Esq.  Torky 
Hon.  Samuel  Sewall,  Esq.  Marblehead \ 
Dr.  William  Sheldon,  Spring jieldy 
Hon.  William  Shepard,  Esq.  Westfield^ 
Wm.  Sherburne,  Esq. 

Mr.  Elisha  Sigourney, 

William  Smith,  Esq. 

Abiel  Smith,  Esq. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Smith, 

Mr.  William  P.  Smith, 

Mr,  Barney  Smith, 

Mr.  Samuel  Snelling, 

Mr.  David  Spear, 

William  Spooner,  M.  D. 

Mrs.  Esther  Sprague,  Dedham , 


(  57  ) 

Mr.  Zebina  Stebbins,  Springfield, 
William  Stedman,  Esq.  Lancaster, 

Rev.  Samuel  Stillman,  D.  D. 

Ebenezer  Storer,  Esq.  2. 

Mr.  Bradstreet  Story, 

John  Stoughton,  Esq. 

Mr.  Russell  Sturgis, 

Hon.  James  Sullivan,  Esq* 

William  Sullivan,  Esq. 

Mr.  John  L.  Sullivan, 

Mr.  George  Sutherland, 

Rev.  Thomas  Thacher,  Dedham , 

Dr.  James  Thacher,  Plymouth , 

Dr.  Thomas  Thaxter,  Hingham, 

Dr.  Stephen  Thayer, 

Hon.  Joshua  Thomas,  Esq.  Plymouth f 
Dr.  Joshua  Thomas, 

Mr.  Isaac  Townsend, 

John  Tucker,  Esq. 

Mr.  Edward  Tuckerman, 

Mr.  Edward  Tuckerman,  junr. 

Rev.  Joseph  Tuckerman,  Chelsea, 
William  Tudor,  Esq. 

Rev.  B.  Wadsworth,  Danvers , 
Ebenezer  Wales,  Esq.  Dorchester 3 
Thomas  Walley,  Esq.  3. 

Mr.  William  Walter, 

Col.  Joseph  Ward,  Newtown, 

Hon.  A.  Ward,  jun.  Esq.  Charlestown , 
John  Warren,  M.  D. 

Henry  Warren,  Esq*  Plymouth ? 
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Mr.  John  C.  Warren, 

Josiah  Waters,  Esq. 

Mr.  John  Waters, 

Hon.  Oliver  Wendell,  Esq. 

Rev.  Samuel  West,  D.  D. 

Mr.  David  West, 

Mr.  James  White, 

Kilborn  Whitman,  Esq.  Pembroke, 

Mr.  Ezra  Whitney, 

Mr.  Samuel  Whitwell, 

Mr.  William  Whitwell, 

Rev.  Joseph  Willard,  D.  D.  L.  L.  D.  Cambridge, 

Mr.  William  Williams, 

E;  Williams,  Esq.  West-Stockbridge , 

Thomas  Williams,  Jim.  Esq.  Roxbury, 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Windship,  Roxbury , 

Dr.  Isaac  Winslow,  Marshfield, 

Thomas  L.  Wintlirop,  Esq. 

Honorary  Members. 

Nathaniel  Adams,  Esq.  Portsmouth , 

Dr.  Oliver  Baron,  Calcutta , 

Rev.  Andrew  Brown,  D.  D.  Scotland \ 

Mr.  Thomas  Bulkley,  Lisbon , 

Am  mi  Ruhamah  Cutter,  M.  D.  Portsmouth , 

Capt.  John  Calef,  St.  Christopher's ,  ( West-Indies .) 
Hon.  Oliver  Ellsworth,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States 

Anthony  Fothergill,  M.  D.  Rath, 

Edward  Goodwin,  M.  D.  Rath, 

William  Hawes,  M.  D.  London , 

*  .yt 

Hon.  Jedediah  Hdntington,  New -London, 

Rev.  John  Kemp,  Edinburgh , 

John  C,  Lettsom,  M.  D.  London , 

Hon.  John  Langdon,  Esq.  Portsmouth , 
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Dr.  John  Osborne,  Middletown ,  (  Connecticut. ) 

Hon.  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.  Salem, 

Hon.  John  Pickering,  Esq.  Portsmouth , 

Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  Philadelphia , 

William  Russell,  Esq.  Middletown ,  ( Connecticut.  ] 

Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Stamford,  London , 

Hon.  James  Sheafe,  Esq.  Portsmouth , 

Hon.  Samuel  Tenny,  Esq.  Exeter . 

APPARENT  DEATH-LIFE  RESTORED* 

“  Fie  sinks  !— — is  lost  ! —  none  near  to  give  relief! 

<f  And  hark — that  scream  !— a  frantic  mother’s  grief! 

“  Fix’d  on  the  flood  that  would  her  babe  destroy, 

“  Her  eager  eye  deep  searches  for  her  boy ; 

<£  He’s  found  !— but  ah  !  when  anxious  drawn  to  shore, 

“  The  mother  breathless  !— views  her  child— no  more  ! 

<£  But,  Heav’n-instru&ed- — every  effort’s  try’d 
e(  Which  Wisdom  plann’d,  and  Study  has  stapply’d, 

(i  Eager  to  save,  each  panting  bosom  burns  j 
Life  half  departed,  ’s  beckon’d,  and  returns  : 

<4  What  rapt’rous  bliss  the  eager  mind  receives, 

When  parent  Extacy  exclaims— He  lives ” 

RESUSCITATIVE  PROCESS. 

What  thou  doest—do  quickly, 

Oecidity  qui  non  servat. 

Convey  the  person  to  the  nearest  convenient  house, 
with  his  head  raised :  Strip  and  dry  him  as  quick  as  pos¬ 
sible  ;  clean  the  mouth  and  nostrils  from  froth  and  mud* 
If  a  child,  let  him  be  placed  between  two  persons  naked, 
in  a  hot  bed.  If  an  adult,  lay  him  on  a  hot  blanket  or 
bed,  and,  in  cold  weather,  near  a  fire — In  warm  weather, 
the  air  should  be  freely  admitted  into  the  room.  Ihe 
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body  is  next  to  be  gently  rubbed  with  warm  woolen 
cloths  sprinkled  with  spirits,  if  at  hand,  otherwise  dry  s 
A  heated  warming-pan  may  be  now  lightly  moved  over 
the  back,  properly  covered  with  a  blanket — and  the  body, 
if  of  a  child,  is  to  be  gently  shook  every  few  minutes  : 
Whilst  these  means  are  using,  one  or  two  assistants  are 
to  be  employed  in  blowing  up  tobacco-smoke  into  the 
fundament,  with  the  instrument  provided  for  the  purpose, 
or  a  tobacco-pipe,  if  that  cannot  be  had — the  bowl  filled 
•with  tobacco  and  properly  lighted,  being  covered  with  a 
handkerchief,  or  piece  of  linen,  so  as  to  defend  the  mouth 
of  the  assistant  in  blowing  :  Bathe  the  breast  with  hot 
rum,  and  persist  in  the  use  of  these  means  for  several 
hours.  If  no  signs  of  life  should  then  appear,  let  the  body 
be  kept  warm  several  hours  longer,  with  hot  bricks,  or 
vessels  of  hot  water,  applied  to  the  palms  of  the  hands, 
and  soles  of  the  feet,  and  this  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time, 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  didate. 

The  too  customary  method  of  rolling  on  a  barrel,  sus¬ 
pending  by  the  feet,  and  every  other  violent  mode  of  ag¬ 
itation,  particularly  in  removing  the  body  from  the  wa¬ 
ter,  should  be  most  carefully  avoided. 

To  restore  breathing- — Introduce  the  pipe  of  a  bellows, 
(when  no  apparatus  is  at  hand)  into  one  of  the  nostrils, 
the  other,  and  mouth  being  closed,  inflate  the  lungs ,  till  the 
breast  is  a  little  raised  ;  the  mouth  and  nostrils  must  then 
be  let  free. 

Repeat  this  process  till  life  appear. 

Eledricity  is  recommended  to  be  early  employed  by 
judicious  Praditioners. 

INTENSE  COLD. 

Rub  the  body  with  snow,  ice  or  cold  water  ;  restore 
warmth  by  slow  degrees,  and  after  some  time,  if  there  be 
no  appearance  of  life,  the  plans  of  resuscitation  for  the 
drowned  must  be  employed. 
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SUSPENSION  BY  THE  CORD. 

A  few  ounces  of  blood  may  be  taken  from  the  jugular 
■vein,  cupping-glasses  applied  to  the  head  and  neck,  and 
bleeding  at  the  temples.  The  other  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment,  the  same  as  recommended  for  the  apparently 
drowned. 

INTOXICATION. 

The  body  to  be  laid  on  a  bed,  with  the  head  a  little 
raised  ;  the  neckloth,  &c.  removed. 

Obtain  immediate  medical  assistance ,  as  the  modes  of 
treatment  must  be  varied  according  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  patient. 

SUFFOCATION  BY  NOXIOUS  VAPOURS,  OR 

LIGHTNING. 

Cold  water  to  be  repeatedly  thrown  upon  the  face,  &c. 
drying  the  body  at  intervals.  If  the  body  feels  cold  em¬ 
ploy  gradual  warmth  :  and  the  plans  for  restoring  the 
drowned,  in  all  cases  of  apparent  death. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

RESUSCITATION. 

On  the  dawn  or  first  indication  of  returning  life,  the 
prudent  Practitioner  will  resign  the  office  of  Art  to  Nature. 
It  is  evident  that  Art  has  contributed  her  share  by  ena¬ 
bling  Nature  to  struggle  with  the  immediate  cause  of  op¬ 
pression. 

It  is  in  fact  this  judicious  blending  of  Nature  with  Art9 
that  gives  to  the  latter  all  its  efficacy. 

i. —On  Signs  of  Returning  Life. 

A  tea-spoonful  of  warm  water  may  be  given  ;  and,  if 
swallowing  be  returned,  warm  wine,  or  diluted  brandy. 
The  patient  must  be  in  a  warm  bed  and  ii  disposed  to  sleep, 
they  will  generally'  awake  perfectly  restored. 

2. — The  plans  above  recommended  are  to  be  used  three 
or  four  hours. 
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It  is  an  absurd  and  vulgar  opinion  to  suppose  persons  irre¬ 
coverable,  because  life  does  not  soon  make  its  appearance . 

3.— Bleeding  never  to  be  employed,  unless  by  the  di¬ 
rection  of  a  Physician* 

REFLECTIONS  OH  REANIMATION. 

Suppose  yourselves  but  for  a  few  moments  in  your 
evening  walk  of  rural  retirement,  imagine  your  con¬ 
templations  interrupted  by  an  uncommon  appearance,— 
Behold  a  young  man  dragged  to  the  shore  without  life 
or  motion. 

Scarce  an  hour  has  passed  since  the  objeCt  of  their  at¬ 
tention  had  left  his  circle  of  domestic  happiness.— And 
now  his  body  swoln,  his  eyes  sunk,  and  his  face  livid. 
Without  the  least  signs  of  life,  they  convey  him  in  hopeless 
despondence  to  his  own  home.  Fear,  despondency,  and 
horror,  are  spread  over  the  afflicted  family.  On  one  side 
behold  the  aged  mother  lamenting  her  lost  child  j  on  the 
©ther  stands  mute  the  distraBed  wife,  afraid  to  look  up  to 
the  horrid  spectacle  ;  whilst  the  innocent  little  ones  look 
with  amazement  and  wonder  at  the  silence  of  him  who 
always  so  kindly  greeted  them  on  his  return. 

Those  who  would  most  gladly  take  upon  them  the  task 
of  restoration  are  most  unable  to  perform  it  5  and  all  the 
precious  moments  which  should  have  been  employed  in 
the  means  of  his  recovery,  are  lost  in  fruitless  lamenta¬ 
tion.  They  hang  over  him  in  silent  anguish,  take  their 
last  farewell  in  the  agonies  of  despair,  and  consign  him 
to  the  crave. 

o 

And  now  observe  the  change.  It  chances  that  one  of 
the  sons  of  humanity  (which  is  but  another  name  for  this 
institution)  is  passing  by. — As  soon  as  he  hears  of  the 
event,  he  flies,  like  the  Good  Samaratan ,  to  the  chamber 
of  sorrow  ;  he  stops  those  who  had  assembled  but  to  gaze 
at  and  desert  him,  calls  on  them  to  assist  him,  and  assid- 
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teously  applies  with  zeal  proper  means  to  resuscitate. 
Death ,  unwilling  to  relinquish  his  devoted  prey,  struggles 
powerfully  to  detain  it  ;  seems  to  smile,  as  it  were,  at  the 
ineffectual  labour  ;  till  at  length  subdued  by  fortitude  and 
and  perseverance  he  gives  up  the  contest. 

“A  ray  of  hope  breaks  in  upon  the  gloom,  and  lights  up 
every  countenance. — Behold,  at  last,  again  he  moves,  he 
breathes,  he  lives. — What  follows  is  not  within  the  power 
of  language  to  describe ;  Imagination  alone  can  suggest  to 
true  Philanthropists  the  delightful  scene  of  wonder  and 
astonishment,  of  mutual  joy,  transport,  and  felicity,” 

N.  B.  The  above  and  four  preceding  Pages  are,  with 
some  alterations,  taken  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Royal  Humane  Society ,  in  London,  for  1 799* 


BOSTON,  JUNE  13,  1804. 

Yesterday  the  Humane  Society,  celebrated  the  anniversary 
of  their  institution.  After  the  business  of  the  anniversary,  the 
Society  went  in  procession  to  the  Chapel  Church,  and  after 
prayers ,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gray ,  a  scientific  Discourse,  embrace 
ing  the  great  objects  of  the  Society ,  was  pronounced  by  Dr, 
John  C.  Howard  ;  and  the  following  original  Ode,  written 
by  R.  T.  Paine,  jun.  Esq.  was  sung  in  an  admirable  style ,  by 
Mrs .  Jones. 

“  SPIRIT  OF  THE  VITAL  FLAME  !” 

AIR - ADAGIO. 

O’er  the  swift-flowing  Stream,  as  the  Tree  broke  in  air* 
Plung’d  a  youth  in  a  tyrannous  wave  ; 

Ho  ear  heard  his  shriek ; — faint  with  toil  and  despair,. 

He  sunk,  and  was  whelm’d  in  his  grave  I 

RECITATIVO. 

See  Humanity’s  angel  alight  on  the  scene  5 

Tko’  the  Shadows  of  Death  have  dissembled  his  mien ; 
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See  his  corse  is  redeem’d  from  the  Stream’s  icy  bed, 
And  a  Mother’s  wild  grief  shrieks  alas  !  he  is  dead  1” 

AIR - —LARGRO  MEASTOSO. 

Spirit  of  the  Vital  Flame  1 
Touch  with  life  his  marble  frame  ! 

From  the  day-star’s  radient  choir, 

Bring  thy  torch  of  quenchless  lire, 

And  bid  a  Mother’s  hope  respire  ! 

ALLEGRO. 

Hither,  sparkling  cherub,  fly  ! 

Mercy’s  herald,  cleave  the  sky  ! 

To  human  prayer  benignant  heaven 
The  salient  spring  of  life  has  given ; 

And  science,  while  her  eye  explores 
What  power  the  dormant  nerve  restores. 

Surveys  the  godhead,  and  adores ; 

And  him,  the  first  of  glory’s  clan, 

Proclaims,  who  saves  a  fellow  man  ! 

MAESTOSO. 

Spirit  of  the  vital  flame  ! 

Touch  again  his  marble  frame  ! 

Bid  the  quivering  nerve  return, 

’Till  the  kindling  eye  discern 
A  Mother’s  tears  with  rapture  burn  ! 

ALLEGRO  ASSAI. 

Behold,  the  quickning  Spirit  raise 
The  trembling  limb ,  the  'wandering  gaze  l 
Instinff  listens !  Memory  wakes  i 
Thought  from  cold  extin&ion  breaks ; 

Reason,  Motion,  frenzy,  fear. 

Religion’s  triumph,  Nature’s  tear, 

Almighty  Power,  thy  hand  is  here  ! 

miniM 

The  GQlkftim  fQr  tlx  SoGkty’s  fundi  was  handsome* 
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